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A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS OF HUMOR EXPRESSED BY ALADEEN  
IN THE DICTATOR MOVIE 
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ABSTRACT 
 
 This research is conducted to observe language phenomena that create 
humor in The Dictator movie. The objectives of this research are to analyze the 
maxims that are flouted to create humor, to describe and explain the forms of 
humor created through maxim flouting, and to explain the functions of humor 
created through maxim flouting expressed by Aladeen in The Dictator movie. 
 This research was conducted by using mixed method, a combination of 
qualitative and quantitative method. The data were in the form of utterances done 
by Aladeen. The data sources of this research were the video of the movie and the 
transcript of The Dictator movie. The researcher was the primary instrument of 
this research, whereas the data sheet was used as the secondary instrument. After 
being collected, the data were categorized and analyzed based on the types of 
maxim flouting, forms of humor, and functions of humor. To enhance 
trustworthiness, the data were triangulated by experts and linguistics students who 
are keen on the field. 
This research reveals three findings. First, all types of maxims are flouted 
by Aladeen in order to create humor in The Dictator movie. They are maxim of 
quality flouting, maxim of quantity flouting, maxim of relation flouting and 
maxim of manner flouting. Maxim of quality flouting becomes the most 
prominent maxim that is flouted due to Aladeen‟s character who often says 
something without adequate evidence, lies, and exaggerates the situation. Second, 
there are two forms of humor that are created through maxim flouting, i.e. jokes 
and spontaneous conversational humor. Spontaneous conversational humor 
becomes the most prominent form of humor, because The Dictator movie consists 
of daily conversation where spontaneous conversational humor mostly occurs. 
Nine types of spontaneous conversational humor are found in the movie. They are 
irony, sarcasm, overstatement and understatement, self-deprecation, teasing, 
clever replies to serious statements, double entendres, transformations of frozen 
expressions, and pun. Third, there are only two functions of humor that are 
created through maxim flouting. They are social management and 
defunctionalization. Social management becomes the most prominent function of 
humor that is created through maxim flouting. It is because Aladeen frequently 
uses humor to manage his social interaction. To sum up, Aladeen creates humor in 
The Dictator movie by flouting all types of maxims, mostly in the form of 
spontaneous conversational humor that is frequently showing the function of 
social management. 
 
Keywords: pragmatics, humor, maxim flouting, The Dictator Movie  
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
Modern life has high level of stress and people need some ways to escape 
from that feeling. Humor is one of the ways that people used to release their 
stress. It happens because the primary aim of humor is to amuse people and to 
provoke laughter. When people are able to smile or laugh, it will help them to 
release their stress and evoke a good mood. Sometimes, people are also trapped in 
a tense or rigid situation. In this kind of situation, humor can be used to make the 
situation much better. Another function of humor is to express someone‟s opinion 
softly without disturbing other people‟s feeling. Thus, humor plays an important 
role in human life. 
Humor is not a hard thing to find in everyday life, it can be found in 
people‟s everyday conversation. However, there are also some media of humor, 
such as sitcom, stand up comedy and humorous advertisement in television, comic 
strips in newspaper, humorous books, and comedy movie. Comedy movie is one 
of movie genres that provide people with high frequency of humorous sentences. 
The primary aim of this movie is to amuse people or critics some social 
phenomena in the society through humor and political satire. Comedy movie is 
one of popular media of humor because the scope or the theme that can be filmed 
and discussed is very wide. It can tell about how funny a teenage life is until 
criticize the goverment‟s policies through humor or political satire. People in any 
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range of age can enjoy comedy movie because there are certain comedy movies 
that are especially made for their age. Thus, no wonder comedy movie becomes 
one of popular media of humor. 
Since humor is playing an important role in human life, many scholars 
have been attracted to analyze humor through many fields.  The field of research 
range from philosophy, psychology, literature, to linguistics. Linguistically, 
people often employing many improper or uncommon language aspects and 
breaking the standard rules of language in order to create humor.  
There are some linguistic approaches that can be used to analyze humor, 
such as sociolinguistic approach, semiotic approach, stylistic approach and 
pragmatic approach. In this research, the researcher uses pragmatic approach to 
analyze humor in The Dictator. Pragmatically, when people make some humorous 
utterances, they usually break Grice‟s Cooperative Principle (Attardo, 2001:4). 
Grice (1975: 45) proposes that conversation is based on shared principle of 
cooperation. This principle is known as Cooperative Principle and consists of four 
maxims: quantity, quality, relation and manner. Thus, in order to make a good 
conversation, people must give appropriate answer by fulfilling the four maxims. 
In creating humor, people usually flout one or more maxims to make humorous 
sentences.  
The phenomena of humor as the result of flouting of maxims can be found 
in comedy movie. Comedy movie provides many humorous scenes and dialogues 
and the possibilities to create humor by flouting maxims are very high. Thus, 
comedy movie is a perfect object to answer the research problems in this research. 
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With that consideration, the researcher chooses The Dictator, which is categorized 
as comedy movie, as the object of the research. 
The Dictator is a movie about the North African Republic of Wadiya 
leader named Admiral General Shabazz Aladeen. He goes to the UN Headquarters 
in New York City to address the council. Unfortunately, not very long after 
arriving, he is kidnapped by Clayton, an assassin hired by his uncle named Tamir, 
who secretly betrays him. Shortly, Aladeen can escape from Clayton, but his huge 
beard has been shaved off by Clayton and makes him unrecognizable. 
In America, he experiences many things. It starts from meeting Zoey, a 
woman who is anti-dictatorship. Aladeen works and stays in Zoey‟s store while he 
stays in America. He also meets Nadal, the former chief of Wadiya‟s nuclear 
weapon program whom Aladeen thinks he had previously executed. Aladeen and 
Nadal make an agreement and agree to co-operate in order to regain their position. 
 At the end of the story, Aladeen‟s plan is successful. However, he changes 
his mind after seeing Zoey. He realizes his love towards Zoey, and then he 
decides to change Wadiya into a democratic country. A year later, Wadiya holds it 
first democratic elections and Aladeen marries Zoey. 
In this study, the researcher analyzed The Dictator because it is a comedy 
movie that provides many humorous sentences. With the high frequency of 
humorous dialogue, the possibility of maxim flouting to create humor, which is 
one of research problems in this study, is very high. The Dictator also received 
ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards in 2013 and nominated in Alliance of 
Women Film Journalist in 2012. 
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B. Research Focus 
 There are some topics that can be analyzed in The Dictator. For example, 
the main character of this movie is a dictator and sometimes he uses impolite 
expressions in his dialogue. Thus, theory of impoliteness can be used to analyze 
this phenomenon. How the main character shows his power as a dictator also can 
be analyzed through discourse analysis or sociolinguistic approach. However, the 
researcher thinks that the most interesting topic that can be analyzed in this movie 
is humor through pragmatic approach. It is because the title and the theme of this 
movie are contradictory. How the movie maker takes a dictatorship, which has no 
relation with humor, as the theme of comedy movie, which is mostly filled with 
humor, is very interesting to be analyzed.  
The researcher found that Aladeen as one of the main characters in The 
Dictator sometimes flouted maxims in Cooperative Principle to create humorous 
sentences. This is the first problem in this research. The researcher wants to 
analyze the types of maxims that are flouted by Aladeen to create humorous 
sentences in The Dictator. 
 Humor can be categorized into many types. In this research, the researcher 
also wants to analyze the types of humor in all humorous sentences that are 
created by Aladeen through maxims flouting in The Dictator. This analysis is 
done by using some categories of humor that are found in Martin‟s book entitled 
The Psychology of Humor: An Integrative Approach.  
 The researcher does not only analyze the types of maxims that are flouted 
to create humor and the forms of humor, but also the functions of humor. Humor 
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has social goal because it affects the communicative interaction of the speakers. 
Thus, in order to make a better understanding, the functions of humorous 
sentences employed by Aladeen in The Dictator are also analyzed. 
 This research focuses on maxim flouting employed by Aladeen: one of the 
main characters in The Dictator. For a deeper understanding, the researcher also 
investigates the forms of humor and the functions of humor performed by Aladeen 
in The Dictator movie. 
Based on the limitation of the research, the researcher formulates the 
problems of this research as follows: 
1. What maxims are flouted by Aladeen to create humor in The Dictator 
movie? 
2. What are the forms of humor expressed by Aladeen through maxim 
flouting in The Dictator movie? 
3. What are the functions of humor expressed by Aladeen through maxim 
flouting in The Dictator movie? 
D. Objectives of the Research 
 Based on the research focus, the objectives of the study are as follows: 
1. to analyze the maxims that are flouted by Aladeen to create humor in The 
Dictator movie, 
2. to describe and explain the forms of humor expressed by Aladeen through 
maxim flouting in The Dictator movie, and 
3. to explain the functions of humor expressed by Aladeen through maxim 
flouting in The Dictator movie. 
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D. Research Significance 
The results of this research is expected to give some significance. For 
linguistic students, this research is expected to give better understanding about 
humor under linguistic study, especially pragmatic. In addition, the result of this 
research is also expected as a reference for other researchers who are interested to 
conduct a research about humor through pragmatic point of view.   
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 
This chapter is divided into four parts. The first part is theoretical 
background. This part consists of some theories that are used as guidance in 
conducting this research. The second part is previous study which shows some 
research examples under the same topic. The third part is conceptual framework 
which shows the concept of the study. The last is analytical construct which 
shows how this research is conducted. 
A. Theoretical Background 
1. Pragmatics 
 According to Trask (1999: 243), pragmatics studies how meanings are 
communicated through utterances in certain circumstances or context. Yule (1996: 
3) adds that pragmatics concerned with what speaker means in a given context and 
how context influences what is said. In other words, pragmatics more concerns 
with what people want to say by utterances than what the words or phrases in 
those utterances mean literally.  
 In linguistics, meaning can be viewed semantically and pragmatically. 
Semantically, meaning cannot be separated from linguistic expression. It becomes 
an essential part of a linguistic expression. Pragmatically, meaning is the results 
from the interaction of the linguistic expression with the context in which the 
linguistic expression is used (Trask, 1999: 243). 
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 There are some fields in pragmatics, i.e. deixis, politeness, speech acts, 
implicature and cooperative principles. 
 According to Yule (1996: 9), deixis refers to „pointing via language‟. 
Deixis is clearly a form of referring that is tied to the speaker‟s context. Deixis is 
divided into three types: person deixis, spatial deixis, and temporal deixis. 
People tend to show awareness for another person‟s face during an 
interaction. Face, here, means the public self-image of a person. This kind of 
awareness is usually called as politeness (Yule, 1996: 60). 
 Yule (1996: 47) states that a word can perform an action as well. This is 
what he called as speech acts. Speech acts can perform five types of general 
functions such as changing the world via utterance, making statements, expressing 
feeling, giving commands, or making promise (Yule, 1996: 53-54). 
 Implicature can be defined as the unsaid meaning. It happens when a 
speaker says something and what a speaker intends to communicate is richer than 
what she/he directly expressed. In other words, implicature is a component of a 
speaker meaning in a speaker‟s utterance, that is not explicitly said by a speaker 
(Horn, 2006: 3). 
Grice (1975: 45) argues that there is a set of assumptions guiding the 
conduct of conversation. These assumptions may be formulated as guidelines for 
the efficient and effective use of language in conversation. Grice identifies four 
basic maxims of conversation underlying the efficient cooperative use of 
language, which together form what he called the Cooperative Principle (CP). 
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2. The Pragmatics of Humor 
 Pragmatically, humor is seen as a violation of Grice‟s Cooperative 
Principle (CP).  Some modes of communication that break the CP, such as lying, 
cannot be accepted socially. However, humor is different. Even though in humor 
creation a speaker usually breaks the CP, it is largely approved socially because 
its purpose is for amusement. Thus, it cannot be said that a speaker does not 
cooperate just because she/he tells joke or tries to be funny (Attardo, 2001: 4).  
3. Cooperative Principles 
 Grice (1975: 45) believes that there is a set of assumptions guiding the 
conduct of conversation, and these assumptions may be formulated as guidelines 
for efficient and effective use of language. The guidelines, according to Grice, are 
four basic maxims of conversation which together express a general Cooperative 
Principle. Based on the principle, during the talk exchange, a speaker must give 
contribution as is required and in line with the context where she/he is engaged. 
The maxims are quality, quantity, relation and manner. 
 There are two possibilities of conducting the maxims: the first one is doing 
an observance of maxim and the other is doing a non-observance of maxim. When 
the maxim is fulfilled, it is assumed that speaker has successfully observed the 
maxim called observance of maxim. Meanwhile, when speaker fails to observe 
maxim, it is called non-observance of maxim. 
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a. Observance of Maxim 
 Observance of maxim happens when speaker successfully follows four 
maxims to achieve effective communication. The four maxims that Grice (1975: 
45-46) distinguishes are as follows: 
1) Maxim of Quality 
 The maxim of Quality does not allow the speaker to say something that is 
believed to be false and something that lack adequate evidence (Grice, 1975: 46). 
In other words, speaker is expected to be sincere and tell the truth. For example: 
 A: Why you didn‟t come to the party last night? 
 B: I went to my niece‟s wedding party. 
 
 In this dialogue, speaker B tells the truth about the reason why she/he did 
not come to the party, because she/he must come to her/his niece‟s wedding party. 
2) Maxim of Quantity 
 The maxim of Quantity requires the speaker to make the contribution as 
informative as is required and not more informative than is required (Grice, 1975: 
45). For example: 
 A: Where are you going? 
 B: I‟m going to the post office. 
 
 Here, speaker B gives appropriate respond to speaker A‟s question. She/he 
directly answers speaker A‟s question and makes her/his contribution as 
informative as required. 
3) Maxim of Relation  
 The maxim of Relation requires the speaker to say something that is 
relevant to what has been said before (Grice, 1975: 46). For example: 
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 A: Where is my wallet? 
 B: It is in your room. 
 
 In the example, speaker B‟s reply relates to the question. She/he is not 
talking about something else. 
4) Maxim of Manner 
 The maxim of Manner requires speaker to describe things orderly and 
clearly (Cutting, 2002: 35). It also requires the speaker to avoid obscurity of 
expression, avoid ambiguity, be brief, and be orderly (Grice, 1975: 46). For 
example: 
 A: Where was Alya this morning? 
 B: She went to the market and bought some ingredients for barbeque party 
                 tonight.  
 
 In the example, speaker B‟s answer obeys the maxim of manner: be 
orderly, because she/he gives a clear explanation where Alya was. 
b. Non-Observance of Maxim 
 Cutting discusses four ways of not observing maxims: opting out, 
violating, infringing, and flouting (Cutting, 2002: 36-41). Non observance of 
maxim happens when the speaker fails to observe the maxim.  
1) Opting out 
 According to Cutting (2002: 41) the speaker is opting out the maxim when 
she/he is unwilling to cooperate. The speaker cannot reply in the way expected, 
sometimes for legal or ethical reasons. For example, in an accident, when he is 
asked about the name of the victim, a police officer will say “I‟m afraid I cannot 
give you that information”. 
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 Here, the police officer is unwilling to cooperate and does not give an 
expected answer because of legal and ethical reasons. He will not reveal the name 
until the relatives have been informed. 
2) Violating 
 Thomas (in Cutting, 2002: 40) states that in violating the maxim, the 
speaker deliberately supplies insufficient information, says something that is 
insincere, irrelevant or ambiguous, and the hearer wrongly assumes that they are 
cooperating. An example of violating is shown below. 
 A: Does your dog bite? 
 B: No. 
A: (Bends down to stroke it and gets bitten) Ow! You said your dog 
doesn‟t bite! 
 B: That isn‟t my dog. 
(Cutting, 2002: 40) 
 
 This is a scene in Peter Sellers‟ film entitled The Pink Panther in which 
Pink Panther asks a hotel receptionist about a little dog beside the desk. In that 
conversation, the receptionist intentionally does not give enough information. She 
directly answers without explaining that the dog in front of her is not her dog, 
although she knows that Pink Panther is not talking about her dog at home.  
 Thus, Thomas (in Cutting, 2002: 40) also states that violating a maxim is 
often with the intention to mislead. 
3) Infringing 
 According to Cutting (2002: 41) a speaker is infringing a maxim because 
of her/his imperfect linguistic performance. Thomas (in Cutting, 2002: 41) states 
that a speaker infringes the maxims when the speaker has an imperfect knowledge 
13 
 
 
 
or performance of language, like a young child or a learner of foreign language. In 
addition; nervousness, drunkenness, and excitement may make impairment of the 
speaker‟s performance. Sometimes, speaker also infringes the maxim because 
she/he is incapable to speak clearly or she/he has not got enough knowledge of a 
certain language. An example of infringing is shown below. 
English speaker        : Would you like vanilla ice cream or strawberry ice 
                                    cream? 
Non-English speaker: Yes. 
 
 The speaker infringes the maxim simply because she/he has an imperfect 
command of the language. She/he does not understand about the question and 
cannot give the suitable answer. 
4) Flouting 
 Maxim flouting happens when a speaker intentionally fails to observe a 
maxim in which she/he has certain purposes (Cutting, 2002: 37). The speaker 
wishes to raise the hearer‟s attention to the implicit meaning which is different 
from, or in addition to, the expressed meaning. Types of maxim flouting are 
quality, quantity, relation and manner. 
a) Maxim of Quality Flouting 
 Levinson (1983: 110) states that the speaker flouts maxim of quality by 
saying something untrue or lies and performing rhetorical question. In addition, 
according to Cutting (2002: 37-38), there are some other ways to flout maxim of 
quality, namely hyperbole, sarcasm, banter, and irony. An example of flouting of 
quality maxim is shown in the following example. 
 
14 
 
 
 
A: Teheran‟s in Turkey isn‟t it, teacher? 
B: And London‟s in Armenia I suppose. 
(Levinson, 1983: 110) 
 In this dialogue, speaker A flouts maxim of quality by saying something 
false to his teacher. He says that Teheran is in Turkey, but actually Teheran is the 
capital of Iran. By saying “And London‟s in Armenia I suppose”, speaker B 
implies that speaker A is incorrect, because London is not located in Armenia but 
in UK. 
b) Maxim of Quantity Flouting 
 A speaker flouts maxim of quantity by blatantly giving either more or less 
information than situation demands (Cutting, 2002: 37). An example of flouting 
of quantity maxim is shown below. 
 A : Well, how do I look ? 
 B : Your shoes are nice. 
(Cutting, 2002: 37) 
 Here, speaker B flouts maxim of quantity because she/he gives too little 
information to speaker A. She/he does not give complete answer, because speaker 
A is asking about the whole appearance. However, speaker B only gives comment 
on speaker A‟s shoes. Speaker B can imply that the rest of speaker A‟s appearance 
is terrible. 
c) Maxim of Relation Flouting 
 Speaker flouts maxim of relation when her/his utterance does not have any 
relation with the previous utterance. According to Cutting (2002: 39) a speaker 
expects the hearer to be able to imagine the implicit meaning of her/his utterance 
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and relates it with the preceding utterance. Maxim of relation flouting is shown in 
the following example. 
A: I don‟t think Mrs. Jenkins is an old windbag, don‟t you? 
 B : Huh, lovely weather for March, isn‟t it? 
(Levinson, 1983: 111) 
 Speaker B does not give appropriate respond to speaker A‟s question. It 
happens, because in certain circumstances speaker B‟s utterance implies “Hey, 
watch out, her nephew is standing right behind you”. Speaker B flouts the maxim 
of relation because she/he changes the topic of conversation. 
d) Maxim of Manner Flouting 
 A speaker, who flouts manner maxim, appears to be obscure (Cutting, 
2002: 39). A “failure to be brief or succinct” occurs (Grice, 1975: 55) and the 
speaker communicates more than what she/he literally says. An example of 
flouting of manner maxim is shown below. 
 A: Where are you off to? 
B: I was thinking of going out to get some of that funny white stuff for 
somebody. 
 A: OK, but don‟t be long- dinner‟s nearly ready. 
(Cutting, 2002: 39) 
 By saying „that funny white stuff‟ and „somebody‟, speaker B flouts 
maxim of manner because he is being obscure. However, speaker B assumes that 
speaker A can infer what speaker B means. White funny stuff refers to ice cream 
and somebody refers to their kid. 
4. Humor 
 Many scholars have been trying to define humor but no single definition 
has been given. Attardo (1994: 3) suggests that it is impossible to give definition 
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of humor that will be completely unambiguous. However, according to Singh 
(2012: 65), humor has two meanings. First, it can be defined as an ability to 
understand something that is considered as funny or amusing thing. Second, it can 
be defined as someone‟s ability to express a sense of the clever or amusing thing. 
In other words, it can be said that someone, who has these abilities, has the quality 
of being funny. Thus, in general, it can be said that all things that are laughable, 
amusing, and funny can be said as humor. 
 The creation of humor differs in every region. It is usually influenced by 
culture. Humor produced by one culture is different from that produced by 
another. It is because those cultures differ in their histories, values, and 
geography. 
a. Forms of Humor 
 People perform many different forms of humor communicated by different 
means for different purposes. According to Martin (2007: 10), some of humor 
comes via mass media, such as in radio, television, newspaper, comedy movie, 
humorous book, speech and lecture. In radio, people can listen to some jokes or 
witty comments stated by radio hosts. While in television, there are many forms 
of humor, i.e. sitcoms, stand-up comedy, political satire, and humorous 
advertisement. In the newspaper, it is not hard to find comic strips and cartoons 
which are also considered as forms of humor. Comedy movies and humorous 
book are other forms of humor that are quite popular for those who enjoy humor. 
Not only via mass media, politicians, religious leaders, motivational speakers, and 
teachers are also often used humor in her/his speeches, sermons, or lectures. 
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 However, according to R.A. Martin and Kuiper (in Martin, 2007: 11), 
humor and laughter that happen in daily life mostly arises spontaneously in the 
course of people normal relation with other people. The humor that occurs in 
everyday social interactions can be divided into three broad categories: (1) jokes, 
which are prepackaged humorous anecdotes that people memorize and pass on to 
one another; (2) spontaneous conversational humor, which is created intentionally 
by individuals during the course of a social interaction, and can be either verbal or 
nonverbal; and (3) accidental or unintentional humor (Martin, 2007: 11). 
1) Jokes 
 Martin states that to amuse others, people are telling jokes in normal 
conversation. Joke consists of two things, they are a set up and a punch line. A set 
up is a particular set of expectations about how the situation should be interpreted 
(Martin, 2007: 11). Yet, the punch line is the final portion of the text, which 
causes surprises and humor (Attardo, 1994: 289). Long and Graesser (in Martin, 
2007: 11) provides an example of joke: 
 A man goes to a psychiatrist who gives him a battery of tests. Then he 
announces his findings. 
 Doctor : I‟m sorry to have to tell you that you are hopelessly insane. 
 Client : Hell, I want a second opinion. 
 Doctor : Okay, you are ugly too. 
 
 In this joke, the punch line plays on the meaning of the phrase “second 
opinion”, shifting the frame of reference from that of a serious, professional 
doctor-patient relationship to a nonsensical one in one person is insulting another 
by saying “Okay, you are ugly too”. 
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2) Spontaneous Conversational Humor 
 R.A. Martin and Kuiper (in Martin, 2007: 12) state that 72 percent humor 
arises spontaneously during social interactions, either in response to funny 
comments that people make or to amusing anecdotes people tell about things that 
happen to them. Spontaneous conversational humor is more context-dependent 
and takes many different forms. Based on Debra Long and Arthur Graesser 
analysis, in his book, Martin (2007: 13) identifies 11 categories of spontaneous 
conversational humor. They are: 
a) Irony 
 A speaker performs an irony when she/he expresses a statement in which 
the literal meaning is not in line with the intended meaning (Martin, 2007: 13). An 
example of irony is in the utterance “What a beautiful day!”. 
 This utterance becomes an ironic utterance when the speaker says it in a 
bad weather, like when the weather is cold or stormy. Here, the literal meaning of 
the utterance which is expressing something pleasant through word „beautiful‟ is 
opposite to the intended meaning, because the speaker actually wants to express 
that the weather is bad. 
b) Satire 
 Martin (2007: 13) states that humor can be used to criticize social 
institution or social policy. This is usually called as satire. Satire is considered as 
an aggressive humor. Singh (2012: 69) adds that satire is also used to ridicule 
those who commit crime in the society, such as someone who is involved in 
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corruption or any kind of activities that break the law, and also seen as a threat to 
civilization. An example of satire is shown below. 
 A: I‟m wondering about people who live in the jail. They must be very 
     bored. 
B: Well, as long as you have money, you can even hold a party in the jail. 
 
 Speaker B‟s utterance is a satirical expression. Through his utterance, he 
wants to say that people can do anything, even in the jail, when money speaks. In 
other words, people can bribe the authorities. 
c) Sarcasm 
 Sarcasm is considered as an aggressive humor. It targets someone‟s feeling 
rather than an institution (Martin, 2007: 13). Parington (in Dynel, 2009: 1289) 
states that sarcasm is similar to a sharp, bitter or cutting expression. It can be in 
the form of a bitter gibe or taunt. Below is an example of dialogue that contains 
sarcastic utterance or expression. 
 At a fashionable dinner, a dignified lady rebuked Winston Churchill. 
Lady : Sir, you are drunk. 
Winston : Yes. And you are ugly. But tomorrow I shall be sober and you 
                               shall still be ugly. 
(Martin, 2007: 13) 
 In this dialogue, Winston Churchill performs sarcasm through his 
utterance. He says that the next morning he will be in a better condition, not drunk 
anymore, but the lady will still be ugly. This utterance, of course, very sharp and 
targets an individual. 
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d) Overstatement and Understatement 
 Overstatement or hyperbole is to say more than what is necessary. 
Overstatement can also be said as exaggeration (Rishel, 2002: 43). It is created to 
make the point more serious or important or beautiful. For example: 
 There are two friends who join a marathon. One of them asks the condition 
of her/his friend who looks very tired.  
 Speaker A: Are you OK ? 
 Speaker B : You could have knocked me over with a feather! 
 
 Here, speaker B performs an overstatement by saying “You could have 
knocked me over with a feather!” She/he exaggerates the function of a feather as a 
very heavy thing that can make someone fall when that thing hits her/him.   
 Understatement is intentionally making a situation seem less important 
than it really is. In other words, it can be said that understatement is saying less 
than one means.  It is created by switching from something important to a 
statement, action, or detail that is much less important (Rishel, 2002: 48). For 
example: 
 One morning, the temperature is 7 degrees below freezing. And then, 
someone asks: 
A : How is the weather? 
 B : It is a bit cold today. 
 
 This is understatement because 7 degrees below freezing is not „a bit cold‟, 
it is very cold. However, the speaker B makes the situation less than it is. With his 
utterance, he performs an understatement in this dialogue. 
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e) Self-deprecation 
 Self-deprecation is targeting a speaker herself/himself as the object of 
humor (Martin, 2007: 13). It also can be said as undervaluing oneself. The 
function of this form of humor is to demonstrate modesty, to put the listener at 
ease, or to ingratiate oneself with the listener. For example, the author of a novel 
entitled Lolita: Vladimir Nabokov was self-deprecating himself by saying “Lolita 
is famous, not I. I am an obscure, doubly obscure, novelist with an 
unpronounceable name.” He said this utterance in order to demonstrate his 
modesty over the popularity of his novel entitled Lolita.  
f) Teasing 
 Teasing is directed at the listener‟s personal appearance or weaknesses, 
when a speaker wants to create humorous effect (Martin, 2007: 13). It is different 
from sarcasm. It does not seriously insult or offend the listener. For example: 
 Female : You manifest the Peter Pan syndrome. 
 Male : And you have the Captain Hook syndrome. 
 Female : There‟s no such syndrome. 
 Male : Obviously there is. You have it! 
(Dynel, 2009: 1293) 
 In this dialogue, the female speaker says that the male speaker manifest 
Peter Pan Syndrome. Peter Pan syndrome affects people, especially men, who are 
unable to grow up emotionally. These kinds of people are adults with the mind of 
children. However, the male speaker replies the female speaker by saying “And 
you have the Captain Hook syndrome”. He creates a name for a syndrome that 
never exists in the real world and named it with other fiction character to tease 
her.  
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g) Replies to rhetorical questions 
 When a speaker utters rhetorical questions, it means that she/he does not 
expect her/his question to be answered by the hearer. A hearer will violate a 
conversational expectation, if she/he gives an answer to the speaker‟s rhetorical 
question. It also gives surprising effect for those who create the rhetorical question 
(Martin, 2007: 13). Schaffer (in Dynel, 2009: 1292) states that by answering a 
rhetorical question, a speaker is challenging the obviousness answer of the 
question or, on the contrary, it reflects a hearer‟s inability to respond. An example 
of replies of rhetorical questions can be shown below. 
 In an air-conditioned room, someone asks permission to smoke. 
 A: Do you mind if I smoke? 
 B: Do you mind if I throw up on your trousers? 
(Dynel, 2009: 1293) 
 It is very obvious that people cannot smoke in an air-conditioned room. 
Instead of saying „No‟, speaker B chooses to ask another question that obviously 
will be answered or responded by saying „No‟.   
h) Clever reply to serious statement 
 Clever reply to serious statement is one of humor creations where a 
speaker replies a serious statement with a clever, incongruous, or nonsensical 
reply. The statement is deliberately misunderstood so that a speaker does not reply 
to the statement‟s intended meaning (Martin, 2007: 13). For example: 
 In a first business meeting, someone says: 
 A: I‟ve heard a lot about you. 
 B: So you met my mother? 
 
 It is considered as clever replies to serious statement because speaker B 
gives a nonsensical reply to speaker A‟s statement. It happens because it is quite 
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impossible that speaker A had already met speaker B‟s mother and discussed 
many things about her/him, before their first business meeting.  
i) Double entendres 
 It is a statement or word which is deliberately misunderstood in order to 
evoke dual meaning, which is often relating to sexual matter (Martin, 2007: 13). It 
can also define as ambiguity of meaning that leads to more than one 
interpretation. For example: 
Shopkeeper  : Do you want me to put that in a bag? 
Female customer  : Yes please. 
Shopkeeper  : Do you want a regular sized one or a huge one? 
Female customer : I want a huge one, do you have a huge one? 
Shopkeeper : Oh, I‟ve got a huge one alright. 
 
 In this dialogue, what the female customer means by saying “I want a huge 
one, do you have a huge one?” is about the bag. However, the shopkeeper 
interprets her utterance in a dirty way that is related to sexual matter. 
j) Transformations of frozen expression 
 Transformations of frozen expressions happen when a speaker changes 
well-known sayings, clichés, or proverbs into novel statements (Martin, 2007: 13). 
For example, complaint of a bald-man: “Hair today, gone tomorrow”. This is 
basically created from a well-known motivational saying: smile today, cry 
tomorrow. However, to make humorous effect, the man changes the saying. 
k) Pun 
 Pun is playing with a word. It evokes a second meaning of the word, based 
on a homophone: a word that is pronounced the same as another word but differs 
in meaning (Martin, 2007: 13). For example: 
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A : How do turtles talk each other? 
B : By using shell phone. 
 
 In this dialogue, the word „shell‟ is pronounced the same as „cell‟ in cell 
phone. The two words have different meaning. „Shell‟ means the hard outer that 
covering the turtle‟s body whereas „cell‟ is a part of the word „cell phone‟ which 
means mobile phone. 
3) Unintentional Humor 
 According to Martin (2007: 14), unintentional or accidental humor is 
divided into two types; accidental physical humor and accidental linguistic humor. 
A person slipping on a banana peel or spilling a drink on one‟s shirt is considered 
as accidental physical humor. These conditions can provoke a great laughter when 
they occur surprisingly and when the person is not seriously hurt or feels badly 
embarrassed. Moreover, misspellings, mispronunciations, and errors in logic are 
some causes of accidental linguistic humor. For example, in a newspaper headline 
in which an ambiguity creates a humorous alternative meaning like “Dr. Ruth 
talks about sex with newspaper editors”. 
 This headline creates ambiguity. It can be meant that Dr. Ruth, 
professionally, discusses about sex with the newspaper editors or personally talks 
about her/his sexual life with the newspaper editors. 
b. Functions of Humor 
 In general, the function of humor is to amuse or provoke laughter. In other 
words, the main function of humor is to entertain the hearer. However, humor also 
has many social functions. Attardo (1994, 323-329) classifies the function of 
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humor in his book entitled “Linguistics Theories of Humor” into four classes, i.e. 
social management, decommitment, mediation, and defunctionalization. 
1) Social Management 
 As social management, humor becomes a tool that facilitates interaction 
among members in a group. It also makes the members‟ bounding in the group 
stronger. This members‟ bounding can also be used when facing out-group 
rejection (Attardo, 1994: 323). Some functions of humor as social management 
are: 
a) Social Control 
 In a social life, people can correct others who doing some unacceptable 
social acts by embarrassing or intimidating them. Here, humor is used as a social 
corrective act (Attardo, 1994: 323). For example, there is a man who tries to cut 
the queue, and then a woman says “Are you in the middle of contraction, so you 
can‟t wait your turn?” The woman is embarrassing the man with her words. It is 
used to criticize the man‟s action that is unacceptable in social life.  
b) Conveyance of Social Norms 
 As a conveyance of social norms, humor is used to garner people‟s 
attention on taboos, unacceptable behavior, etc (Attardo, 1994: 323). For example, 
a father gives comment to his daughter who wears miniskirt for attending her 
friend‟s birthday party. He says “Are you trying to attract mosquitoes to bite your 
thigh?”  With his words, it can be implied that he cannot accept the way his 
daughter dressed, that he thinks not suitable with the social norms. 
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c) Ingratiation 
 Humor is used to attract people‟s attention and encourage others to like the 
speaker (Attardo, 1994: 324). For example, in a classroom a teacher says “I can 
see you‟re enjoying the unique flavor of the eraser on that pencil but lunch will be 
here soon.” This teacher tries to get his student‟s attention back by using sarcasm.  
d) Discourse Management 
In a conversation, humor can be used for managing the discourse. It can be 
used as a tool to make initiation, termination, passing (exchange of control), topic 
shift and checking in a conversation (Attardo, 1994: 324). For example, in a rigid 
conversation, a speaker can perform humor by saying something that is not related 
to the previous topic, in order to provoke laughter, such as “This is getting boring. 
Let‟s change the topic about how to assassinate the President”. When the situation 
is getting better, the speaker can start discuss new topics of conversation. 
e) Establishment of Common Ground 
 Before involving the hearer further in a conversation, a speaker can use 
humor. It is used to check the hearer‟s reaction, before establish the hearer‟s 
attention, understanding, and degree of involvement (Attardo, 1994: 324). The 
hearer gives different reaction towards humor. For example, some of them may 
laugh, but the rest will only stare without expression. When the hearer gives a 
positive respond towards humor like laughing, a speaker can use it to establish 
further understanding or attention. It will also determine the degree of 
involvement.  
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f) Cleverness 
 Humor creation requires extra processing and in the society, humor has 
positive image. Thus, those who can produce and understand humor are 
considered as clever people (Attardo, 1994: 324). For example, when someone 
performs humor, not all the hearers will interpret it as humor. Thus, in order to 
understand, the hearers need cleverness and sense of humor.  
g) Social play 
 Some functions of humor are strengthening social bonds and encouraging 
group cohesiveness. For women it is used for managing communality and 
intimacy. Yet, for men, it is used to show aggression and domination (Attardo, 
1994: 324). For example, when a man sees a fat woman and says “You‟re so fat, a 
picture of you would fall of the wall!” 
 In this example, the man shows his aggression towards the fat woman by 
exaggerating that even her photo will fall of the wall because she is very heavy or 
fat. 
h) Repair 
 When someone is involved in an unpleasant situation, she/he may use 
humor to fix the situation. She/he may create humorous comments in order to 
make the situation better (Attardo, 1994: 324). For example: 
A woman asks to her husband. 
Wife : Honey, am I looking fat? 
Husband : Yes. 
Wife : (Upset) 
Husband : What so wonderful with skinny woman? You are fat-bulous,   
                               honey. 
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 In this dialogue, the husband tries to repair the situation by performing 
humor and saying “You are fat-bulous, honey.” He wants to make the situation 
better by implying that his wife still looks fabulous even when she gains more 
weight. 
2) Decommitment 
 According to Katne et al (in Attardo, 1994: 325), a hearer may give a 
negative response toward speaker‟s statement or question. Decommitment is one 
of humor functions where a speaker is denying any harmful intention for her/his 
previous action by using humor. It is also used to declare that she/he does not 
have any bad intention by saying her/his previous statement or question.  
 Through this function, the speaker may protect her/his face by denying the 
negative effect of her/his utterance. It happens because humorous communication 
is not rigid (Brown and Levinson in Attardo, 1994: 325). To perform this 
function, there are two decommitment tactics: probing and salvaging (Attardo, 
1994: 325). 
a) Probing 
 In certain cases, a speaker cannot ask directly to another person when the 
question is related to private matters. Probing is a tactic of decommitment, where 
humor can be used to get information by using humorous utterances. Through this 
function, humor is used as a tool for negotiating issues that might be too 
threatening when the issues are discussed directly. Yet, as an aggressive humor, 
humor can be used to state a very explicit message of agreement or disagreement 
towards an individual or a group (Attardo, 1994: 326). For example: 
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 A: You are very close with the children. I think you just like their same- 
                 aged friend. Why don‟t you just marry someone and have one or more? 
 B: Well, I hope so. But marrying someone is not that easy. 
 
 In this dialogue, speaker A tries to gain information or reason why speaker 
B has not married yet by using humor. She/he says “I think you just like their 
same-aged friend”, before asking her/his true question. 
b) Salvaging 
 In order to make a bad situation better, a speaker may salvage the 
situation. Someone who about to experience an unpleasant social situation may 
save the situation by saying that the proposed or past action was not serious, or 
she/he was only joking. For example, when a speaker tries to makes a joke but the 
hearer gives negative respond towards her/his joke, she/he can says “I did not 
mean  it seriously” (Attardo, 1994: 326). 
3) Mediation 
 Humor is seen as a mediating device. It can be used to introduce or carry 
out embarrassing or aggressive interactions. It happens because humorous 
interaction is deniable or retractable. The speaker can deny the responsibility for 
what she/he is saying because humorous expressions are not being fastened to the 
maxim of quality. If the speaker‟s statements do not accepted socially, she/he has 
the option of denying their truthfulness by claiming that she/he was “only” 
kidding (Attardo, 1994: 327). In addition, according to Mulkay, humorous 
expression carries less “responsibility” for the speaker, because its serious content 
can always be denied (in Attado, 1994: 328). For example: 
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 A: You are almost 40 now, but have no girlfriend. Do you plan to marry 
                  yourself? 
 B: (Look annoyed) 
 A: Oh, come on. Don‟t take it seriously, just kidding. 
 
 In this dialogue, humor is used as a mediating device to ask very private 
matter. Speaker A uses humor to ask about speaker B‟s relationship life. However, 
after speaker B shows his negative respond, speaker A denying her/his 
truthfulness by claiming that she/he was “only” kidding. 
4) Defunctionalization 
 As stated by Guiraud (in Attardo, 1994: 328), non sense humor or puns 
can be categorized as defunctionalization of language. According to Attardo 
(1994: 328), language‟s principal function is for transmission of information. 
However, defunctionalized language uses language for playful purposes.  
 Humor which is seen as “play with language” has the effect of shifting the 
focus from language that is functioned as a communication tool to language as art. 
In other words, through this function, humor is used for entertainment purposes 
(Attardo, 1994: 329). For example: 
 A: What is librarian‟s favorite color? 
 B: Read  
 
 In this dialogue, speaker B wants to answer speaker A‟s question with the 
name of color: red. However, speaker B is playing with language by answering 
with the adjective form of the word „read‟, which is pronounced the same with the 
word „red‟. Here, even though the two words have the same pronunciation, they 
have different meaning. „read‟ means having knowledge that has been gained 
from reading books, whereas „red‟ is one of color names.   
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5. The Dictator Movie 
 Movie is a reflection of people‟s daily life. Comedy movie is one of movie 
genres that provide people with high frequency of humorous sentences. The 
primary aim of this movie is to amuse people or critics some social phenomena in 
the society through humor and political satire.  Kolker (2006: 7) states that movie 
can be used as a medium to discuss moral values, for example a current social 
topic or a satire topic related to the government. 
 One of interesting comedy movies is The Dictator movie. The Dictator is 
an American comedy movie that is co-written and starring by Sacha Baron Cohen. 
This movie is directed by Larry Charles and produced by Paramount Pictures. It 
was published in theater on May 16, 2012 and August 21, 2012 on DVD. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: The Cover of The Dictator Movie DVD 
 This movie is about the North African Republic of Wadiya leader named 
Admiral General Shabazz Aladeen. He goes to the UN Headquarters in New York 
City to address the council. Unfortunately, not very long after arriving, he is 
kidnapped by Clayton, an assassin hired by his uncle named Tamir, who secretly 
betrays him. Shortly, Aladeen can escape from Clayton, but his huge beard has 
been shaved off by Clayton and makes him unrecognizable. 
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 In America, he experiences many things. It starts from meeting Zoey, a 
woman who is anti-dictatorship. Zoey helps Aladeen because she cannot 
recognize Aladeen as the famous dictator leader of the North African Republic of 
Wadiya. Aladeen works and stays in Zoey‟s store while he stays in America.  
 He also meets Nadal, the former chief of Wadiya‟s nuclear weapon 
program whom Aladeen thinks he had previously executed. Shortly, Aladeen and 
Nadal make an agreement and agree to co-operate each other. Nadal will get his 
old job as the chief of Wadiya‟s nuclear weapon program, if he helps Aladeen 
regaining his position as the leader of North African Republic of Wadiya. 
 At the end of the story, Aladeen‟s plan is successful. He is successfully 
attends the signing ceremony which will declare that Wadiya becomes a 
democratic country. He tears up the document and makes Wadiya still under his 
dictatorship. However, he changes his mind, after seeing Zoey in the room. He 
realizes his love towards Zoey, and then he decides to change Wadiya into a 
democratic country. He also opens up Wadiya‟s oil fields for business. A year 
later, Wadiya holds it first democratic elections and Aladeen marries Zoey. 
B. Previous Research Findings 
 In pragmatics field, there are many researches focusing on maxim flouting. 
However, there are only few researches that relate the language phenomenon of 
maxim flouting to the creation of humor. The researcher of this study used these 
previous researches as the references in doing this research. 
 The first researcher is Risti Utami Dewi (2014) who conducted a research 
entitled A Pragmatic Analysis of Maxim Flouting and Rhetorical Devices to 
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Create Humor in Modern Family Season 1. She analyzed the types of maxim 
flouting and rhetorical devices to create humor in Modern Family Season I. The 
study applied a descriptive qualitative method. The first finding shows that there 
are four types of maxim which are flouted for humorous purposes. The most 
dominant maxim that is flouted is maxim of quality (42 times). Then it is followed 
by maxim of manner flouting (17 times), maxim of quantity flouting (12 times) 
and maxim of relation flouting (7 times). The second finding shows that there are 
12 types of rhetorical devices employed by the characters, i.e. exaggeration, 
sarcasm, allusion, irony, ridicule, satire, definition, bombast, insult, pun/word 
play, facetiousness, and repartee. 
 The second researcher is Septi Dyah Anggraini (2014) who conducted a 
research entitled A Pragmatic Analysis of Humor in Modern Family Season 4. She 
analyzed the maxim that are flouted by the characters to create humor, the forms 
of humor that are created by maxim flouting in Modern Family Season 4, and the 
functions of humor that are created by maxim flouting in Modern Family Season 
4. The research employed the descriptive qualitative method. There are three 
findings in this research.  
First, all the four types of maxim flouting are employed by the characters 
to create humor. Maxim of quality flouting is mostly employed by the characters 
to create humor. Second, the forms of humor in Modern Family Season 4 are 
jokes and spontaneous conversational humor. Unintentional humor does not occur 
because it is not easily found in everyday conversation. In terms of spontaneous 
conversational humor, there are ten forms that are employed by the characters. 
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They are, irony, sarcasm, overstatement, self-deprecation, teasing, replies to 
rhetorical question, clever replies to serious statements, and transformations of 
frozen expressions. Third, all the functions of humor are found in the Modern 
Family Season 4, i.e. social management, decommitment, mediation. and 
defunctionalization.   
 This research is different from those previous researches. First, those two 
previous researches apply descriptive qualitative research, whereas this research 
applies mixed method, which is a combination of qualitative and quantitative 
method. Second, both of the previous researches are analyzing all the characters 
of Modern Family Season I and 4. Meanwhile, in this research, the researcher is 
only focusing on Aladeen, one of the main characters in The Dictator movie. 
Third, the media where the data are gained are different. Both of the previous 
researches use sitcom, whereas this research uses a comedy movie entitled The 
Dictator. 
C. Conceptual Framework 
 Humor is easily found in the daily life. It is reflected in people‟s daily 
conversation. There are others media of humor, i.e. sitcom, stand up comedy, 
comic strips in newspapers, comedy movie, etc. Among those media of humor, 
comedy movie is one of popular media of humor. It happens because the theme or 
the scope that can be discussed is very wide. Thus, this research uses one of 
comedy movies entitled The Dictator as the object of study. 
Humor is not only used for entertainment purposes but also as a tool to 
make a rigid or bad situation better or to deliver opinion softly without disturbing 
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someone‟s feeling. The important role of humor, make it becomes an interesting 
topic of study. In Linguistics, humor can be analyzed through sociolinguistic, 
semantic, and pragmatic approaches. Pragmatically, humor is created by breaking 
Grice‟s Cooperative Principle. In order to make a successful conversation, people 
must fulfill the four maxims of conversation: quality, quantity, relation and 
manner. However, to make a humorous expression, people usually break one or 
more maxims. In this research, this phenomenon is going to be analyzed under 
Grice‟s Cooperative Principle theory (1975: 45-46) to figure out the maxim 
flouting to create humor. 
There are many forms of humor that can be found in the daily life or others 
media of humor such as sitcom and movie. In this research, the researcher uses 
Martin‟s theory about forms of humor in his book entitled The Psychology of 
Humor to analyze the forms of humor that are created by maxim flouting in The 
Dictator movie. According to Martin (2007: 11-14), there are three forms of 
humor: jokes, conversational humor, and unintentional humor. Jokes consist of 
two parts: narrative and punch line. Conversational humor consist of eleven types 
irony, sarcasm, satire, overstatement and understatement, self-depreciation, 
teasing, replies to rhetorical questions, clever replies to serious statements, double 
entendres, transformations of frozen expression, and puns. Unintentional humor 
consists of two types: accidental physical humor and accidental linguistic humor. 
In order to get deeper understanding, the researcher also analyzes the 
functions of humor that are created by maxim flouting in The Dictator movie. Not 
only for entertainment purposes, humor also has social goals. In this study, the 
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researcher employs Attardo‟s theory in his book entitled Linguistics Theories of 
Humor. Attardo groups the social goals of humor on communicative purposes into 
four classes: social management, decommitment, mediation and 
defunctionalization (1994: 320-329). The analytical construct that is made from 
conceptual framework is shown in Figure 2. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
 In this chapter, the researcher focused on the research method. The 
researcher divided this chapter into six parts of discussion: research type, form 
and source of data, research instrument, data collecting techniques, data analysis 
and trustworthiness. 
A. Research Type 
 This research was conducted by using mixed method. Mixed method is a 
combination of qualitative and quantitative method. Vanderstoep and Johnston 
(2009: 167) state that the purpose of qualitative research is more describing the 
phenomena rather than predicting the phenomena. The goal is to understand the 
researcher‟s viewpoint deeply. In a qualitative research, meaning is more 
essentials. Thus, qualitative research elaborates the data by using description 
rather than numbers.   
 In addition, Vanderstoep and Johnston (2009: 7) also state that literal 
description of the phenomena under study is produced by qualitative research. It 
means that the researcher of qualitative research figures out the meaning behind 
the phenomena by describing it naturally. In other words, in qualitative research, 
the researcher interprets the data by describing it. In this research, the phenomena 
being described were the types of maxim flouting to create humor, forms of 
humor that were created through maxim flouting and functions of humor that were 
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created through maxim flouting by Aladeen in The Dictator movie. These 
phenomena were analyzed using qualitative method. 
Besides using qualitative method, the researcher also used quantitative 
method. Vanderstoep and Johnston (2009: 7) state that quantitative concerns with 
statistical assignment in certain phenomena of the study. This research also used 
quantitative method to gain the detailed result in the form of the number of the 
percentage, which also could be used to help the researcher‟s interpretation. The 
researcher used quantitative research to analyze the findings. By using 
quantitative method, the occurrences and percentages in each category could be 
founded. Thus, the researcher could draw the conclusion completely. In addition, 
pragmatic approach was also used to analyze the data. 
B. Form and Source of Data 
 The object of this research was a movie entitled The Dictator. The data in 
this research were in the form of utterances done by Aladeen. This is in line with 
Lofland and Lofland (in Moleong, 2011: 157) who state that qualitative data are in 
the forms of words and action. 
 The primary source of data in this research was a movie entitled The 
Dictator. The secondary source of data was the transcript of The Dictator movie 
which is retrieved from 
http://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk/movie_script.php?movie%3Ddictator-
the&ei=mb5LDdEo&lc=idID&s=1&m=915&ts=1439625855&sig=APONPFm6o
0ZYLYObKjqamqk8nc09ZSEy2g 
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C. Research Instrument 
 The researcher was the primary instrument of this research. She was 
involved in all process of research. The process started from preparing, observing, 
collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data. This is in line with Moleong (2011: 
168) who states that the researcher plays role as designer, collector, interpreter, 
and reporter of data finding. As the secondary instrument, the researcher used a 
data sheet as an aid for her to analyze the data. The model of the data sheet is as 
follows. 
Table 1: Sample Data Sheet of Maxim Flouting, Forms and Functions of 
Humor in The Dictator Movie 
No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
1. Aladeen: 
Shave your 
under-the-
arms! I dread 
to think what 
kind of 
jungle you 
have on your 
malawach. 
 
Zoey: That is 
very 
inappropriate. 
Aladeen: 
Don’t tell me 
what to say 
and what 
not to say, 
little boy. 
√          √       √    Aladeen 
flouts 
maxim of 
quality by 
saying 
something 
untrue about 
Zoey. He 
teases 
Zoey‟s 
physical 
appearance 
that looks 
like a little 
boy. 
Although, in 
fact, she is a 
girl. 
Through his 
words 
Aladeen 
makes Zoey 
feel annoyed 
and it is 
considered 
as a verbal 
aggression.  
 
 
 
Ql    : Maxim of Quality Sc   : Sarcasm  P    : Pun  
Qt    : Maxim of Quantity OU  : Overstatement and Understatement UH : Unintentional Humor 
Rl    : Maxim of Relation SD  : Self-deprecation SM : Social Management 
Mn  : Maxim of Manner T     : Teasing  Dec : Decommitment 
Jo    : Jokes RR  : Replies to rhetorical questions Me  : Mediation 
SCH: Spontaneous Conversational Humor CR  : Clever replies to serious statements De  : Defunctionalization 
I      : Irony DE   : Double entendres  
St    : Satire TF   : Transformations of frozen expressions  
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D. Data Collecting Techniques 
 There are some procedures that were conducted by the researcher in 
collecting the data. They were: 
1. The researcher watched The Dictator movie. 
2. The researcher searched and downloaded the transcript from the internet. 
3. The researcher re-checked the transcript with the dialogues in the movie. 
4. The researcher took note of the main character‟s dialogues which are in 
    accordance with the objectives of the research. 
5. The researcher classified the data in the data sheet. 
E. Data Analysis 
 According to Moleong (2011: 247) process of data analysis starts from 
reading the data, reducing the data, organizing the data into certain units, 
categorizing the data, coding, checking the validity of the data, and interpreting 
the data.  
 In this research, the researcher re-read the data to identify some errors in 
data collection. Then, the researcher organized the data into some basic units of 
analysis and categorized them with one table. The table was made to classify the 
types of maxim flouting, the forms of humor and the functions of humor. The 
researcher also checked the validity of the data by asking friends and lecturers 
who major in linguistics. Finally, the researcher described the data in order to 
answer the research‟s problems and drew conclusion based on the result of the 
research. 
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F. Trustworthiness 
 In order to test the validity of the research data, the researcher used 
triangulation. Triangulation is employing something outside the data to verify the 
data themselves or to compare them (Moleong, 2011: 330). Vanderstoep and 
Johnston (2009: 179) also state that the reliability of data can be gained by using 
triangulation. 
 According to Denzin (in Moleong, 2011: 330) there are four types of 
triangulation: by using other sources, methods, researchers and theories. In this 
research, the researcher used triangulation by using theories and other researchers. 
The researcher used theory of maxim flouting by Grice (1975), forms of humor by 
Martin and functions of humor by Attardo. Furthermore, the researcher consulted 
her research routinely with lecturers who are experts in this field. They were the 
researcher‟s thesis supervisors. Moreover, the researcher also conducted 
triangulation of data with some students of the same of study program who are 
keen on the field.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
43 
 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
 This chapter contains two sections: findings and discussion. In the first 
section, the researcher provides the findings in the form of a table which contains 
numbers about the maxim flouting, the forms of humor and the functions of 
humor employed by Aladeen in The Dictator movie. Besides, there are also 
descriptions or brief explanations about the findings. Meanwhile, the second part 
or discussion section presents further explanation, which also provides some 
examples for each phenomenon in the findings. 
A. Findings 
 This section presents the types of maxim flouting, forms of humor that are 
created by maxim flouting and functions of humor that are created by maxim 
flouting in the form of a table along with their number of occurrences. 
 From the transcript of The Dictator movie, the researcher found that 
Aladeen, one of the main characters in The Dictator movie, creates humor through 
his utterances which break Grice theory of Cooperative Principle by flouting the 
maxim. 
The researcher found that to create forms and functions of humor, Aladeen 
employed all types of maxim flouting. The occurrence of maxim flouting to create 
forms and functions of humor is presented in Table 2. 
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Table 2. Findings of Maxim Flouting, Forms and Functions of Humor in The 
Dictator Movie   
 
No 
Types of 
Maxim Flouting 
Forms 
of Humor 
Functions 
of Humor 
Frequency Percentage 
1 
Maxim of Quality 
Flouting 
J 
SM 
3 7 
I 2 4.8 
Sc  1 2.4 
OU 5 12 
T 3 7 
CR 1 2.4 
P De 6 14.4 
Total 21 50 
2 
Maxim of Quantity 
Flouting 
SD 
SM 
1 2.4 
T 2 4.7 
TF 1 2.4 
Total 4 9.5 
3 
Maxim of Relation 
Flouting 
Sc 
SM 
5 12 
SD 1 2.4 
T 3 7 
CR 2 4.8 
Total 11 26.2 
4 
Maxim of Manner 
Flouting 
DE SM 4 9.5 
P De 2 4.8 
Total 6 14.3 
TOTAL 42 100 
 
 
 
Note:            
Jo : Jokes  CR : Clever replies to serious statements 
I : Irony DE : Double entendres 
Sc : Sarcasm TF :Transformations of frozen expressions 
OU : Overstatement and Understatement P : Pun  
SD : Self-deprecation SM         : Social Management              
T : Teasing De : Defunctionalization 
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Table 2 shows the types of maxim flouting that are employed by Aladeen 
in The Dictator movie to create humor. Flouting of quality maxim becomes the 
most prominent flouting used by Aladeen to create humor with the occurrences 21 
out of 42. In other words, out of the total 100%, its percentage is 50%. It happens 
because in order to create humor, Aladeen mostly exaggerates the situation, lies, 
performs irony and says something that does not have adequate evidence. These 
are considered as some ways to flout maxim of quality. Meanwhile, the second 
prominent maxim flouting is maxim of relation flouting. It occurs 11 times out of 
42. Its percentage is 26.2%.  
Next, following maxim of relation flouting is maxim of manner flouting. It 
occurs 6 times out of 42. In other words, its percentage is 14.3%. Finally, in the 
last rank, there is maxim of quantity flouting which occurs 4 times or 9.5%. 
Therefore, it can be concluded that all of maxims are flouted by Aladeen for 
humorous purposes in The Dictator movie. 
Besides the types of maxim flouting, Table 2 also shows the forms of 
humor created through maxim flouting. There are only two forms of humor that 
are created through maxim flouting, i.e. joke and spontaneous conversational 
humor. Spontaneous conversational humor becomes the most prominent form of 
humor created through maxim flouting. It occurs 39 out of 42, or 93%. From the 
11 types of spontaneous conversational humor, there are 9 types that are found in 
the movie. They are irony, sarcasm, overstatement and understatement, self-
deprecation, teasing, clever replies to serious statements, double entendres, 
transformations of frozen expressions, and pun.  
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Satire and reply to rhetorical question become the types that are not found 
in the movie. Actually, Aladeen utters some satirical expressions in the movie. 
However, those expressions are in the form of monologue and speech. This 
research analyses the forms of humor that are created through maxim flouting. 
Someone can flout the maxim only when she/he is involved in a conversation or 
dialogue. Thus, it cannot be used as the data in this research.  
Reply to rhetorical question becomes the second type of spontaneous 
conversational humor that is not found in the movie. It happens because creating 
humor through this type of humor needs a certain situation. One of the speakers 
must ask a rhetorical question. Then, another speaker must respond to it by asking 
another rhetorical question. This kind of situation does not exist in the movie. 
Thus, there are no data relating to reply to rhetorical question in The Dictator 
movie. 
The third form of humor, unintentional humor, cannot be analyzed in this 
research. There are two types of unintentional humor, i.e. accidental physical 
humor and accidental linguistic humor. The first type of unintentional humor 
cannot be analyzed because the forms of data in this research are utterances done 
by Aladeen. Meanwhile, accidental physical humor is a form of humor that is 
created through physical activities, i.e. slipping on a banana peel or spilling a 
drink on one‟s shirt. The second type of unintentional humor, accidental linguistic 
humor is created by accidentally misspelling or mispronouncing a word or 
utterance that has no intention to create humor in the first place. Every humorous 
utterance in this movie, of course, is created to make humorous effects. It is clear 
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that Aladeen blatantly flouts the maxims to create humor. Thus, accidental 
linguistic humor cannot be used as data in this research. 
Table 2 does not only show the types of maxim flouting to create humor 
and forms of humor that are created through maxim flouting but also the functions 
of humor that are created through maxim flouting. From the four functions of 
humor, only two of them that are found in the movie: social management and 
defunctionalization. Social management becomes the most prominent function of 
humor that is found in the movie. It occurs 34 out of 42, or 81%. It is because 
Aladeen tends to intimidate and embarrass others by performing humor. He also 
manages the conversation and attracts attention on taboos or unacceptable 
behavior through humor. In addition, to show his aggression and domination as a 
man or a dictator, he usually says some utterances, which have humorous effects. 
He also uses humor to garner attention and encourage others to like him. These 
are considered as the social management function of humor. 
The other two functions of humor are not found in the movie. They are 
decommitment and mediation. Humor can be used to get information that might 
be too threatening to be handled overtly or usually called as decommitment. This 
function of humor is not found in the movie because Aladeen is a character that 
will ask directly when he wants to know something. He does not use humor 
before asking something, when he wants to get information.  
Humor also can be used as a mediation tool. A speaker can deny the 
truthfulness of her/his utterance by claiming that she/he is “only” kidding when 
the hearer gives a negative response toward the utterance. As a dictator, Aladeen 
48 
 
 
 
never minds others‟ feeling. Thus, he will say what he wants to say without 
worrying the effects of his utterance toward others. In conclusion, humor is not 
used as a mediation tool in the movie. 
B. Discussion 
The discussion section presents examples of data as well as explanation of 
the data analysis. This section is divided into three parts. The first part is the 
analysis of the types of maxim flouting that create humor. The second part is the 
analysis of the forms of humor that are created by maxim flouting. The third part 
is the analysis of the functions of humor that are created by maxim flouting. 
1. Maxim Flouting Expressed by Aladeen in The Dictator Movie 
a. Maxim of Quality Flouting 
Maxim of quality flouting becomes the most prominent flouting in The 
Dictator movie. Maxim of quality can be flouted in several ways. The speakers 
may lie, exaggerate the situation, deny something, say something without 
adequate evidence or say something untrue about others. Datum 7 is an example 
of quality maxim flouting by exaggerating the situation or using hyperbole. 
Tamir  : Supreme Leader, the suite has been renovated to your 
                specifications. 
Aladeen: Twenty dollars a day for internet? What the fuck? And they  
    accuse me of being an international criminal? 
(Datum 7) 
 
 Aladeen just arrives at Lancaster Hotel, where he will stay during his visit 
in America. Since he is the leader of a very rich country, he gets the first class 
service and the suite is also renovated based on Aladeen‟s specifications. He 
brings many statues, decorates the wall with his photos, and even builds a mini 
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bar. However, even though the suite has been renovated based on Aladeen‟s 
specifications, he is very angry when he knows that he should pay twenty dollars 
a day for the internet. 
 Aladeen flouts maxim of quality because he exaggerates the situation. He 
compares the fact that he should pay twenty dollars a day for internet with the 
society who accuses him as an international criminal. His crime as a dictator that 
makes the society think that he is an international criminal is not comparable with 
the fact that he should pay twenty dollars a day for the internet. What he did as a 
dictator is, of course, worse than the money that he should pay for the internet. 
However, through his utterance he tries to make „the hotel‟s crime‟ worse than his 
crime as a dictator.  
Another example of maxim of quality flouting is shown below. 
Nadal : I have a perfectly good job here. I‟m a Mac Genius! 
Aladeen : Oh. What you do? 
Nadal : Mostly, I clean semen out of laptops. 
Aladeen : Congratulations. Living in the American dream. 
(Datum 25) 
 
After running away from Zoey‟s store, Aladeen travels to New York‟s 
Little Wadiya and unintentionally meets Nadal, the former chief of Wadiya‟s 
nuclear weapon program. Then, Aladeen asks Nadal to help him to get his 
position as a dictator back. At first, Nadal refuses it and says that he already has a 
perfect job in America. He says that he is a Mac Genius because he works at 
Apple. However, when Aladeen asks further about his job, Nadal tells him that his 
job is cleaning semen out of laptops. Then, Aladeen congratulates him for his 
„perfect‟ job. 
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Aladeen flouts maxim of quality by performing an irony. He congratulates 
Nadal about his job, but actually he wants to mock Nadal‟s job. Cleaning semen 
out of laptops is not a big position at Nadal‟s workplace. It is just one of the 
services that Apple store has to help the customers who are too lazy to clean their 
laptops. Thus, when Aladeen congratules Nadal, he is not sincere with what he 
says.  
b. Maxim of Quantity Flouting 
 The speakers flout maxim of quantity either by giving too little or too 
much information. An example of maxim of quantity flouting is shown below. 
Aladeen : That is very disrespectful to your leader. 
Man : What ever,dude. Who are you, Osama bin Laden‟s best friend? 
Aladeen : No, he is not my best friend! Though he has been staying in my 
guest house ever since they shout his double last year. Now the 
guy won’t leave. I know why this guy’s the most hated man in 
the world. You just have to go to the bathroom after him. You go 
to the bathroom after Osama, you will realize the true meaning 
of terrorism. 
(Datum 28) 
 
 In order to smooth his plan to get his position as a dictator back, Aladeen 
accepts Zoey‟s job offer. He works as a shopkeeper at Zoey‟s store. While doing 
his job, he sees one of the shopkeepers steals money from the cashier machine. 
Seeing this, he comes to him and tries to stop him.  The man feels annoyed and 
asks whether he is Osama bin Laden‟s bestfriend or not in order to tease him. 
However, Aladeen answers it seriously and even tells a story about Osama when 
he stayed in his guest house. 
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 Aladeen flouts maxim of quantity since he gives too much information. He 
can simply answer the man‟s question by saying „yes‟ or „no‟. However, he also 
explains about Osama‟s unacceptable behavior when he is in the bathroom.   
c. Maxim of Relation Flouting 
 There are some ways to flout maxim of relation, i.e. giving an irrelevant 
response and changing the topic of the conversation. An example of maxim of 
relation flouting can be seen in Datum 1 below. 
Interviewer : Are you developing nuclear weapons? 
Aladeen : No, I literary can’t hear you. 
Interviewer : I‟m going to another question. 
Aladeen : Oh, I can hear you now. 
(Datum 1) 
 
At the very beginning part of the movie, there is a scene where Aladeen is 
interviewed and asked about Wadiya‟s nuclear weapon program. When the 
interviewer asks about this question, Aladeen always says that he cannot hear the 
question. Finally, when the interviewer gives up and says that he will ask another 
question, Aladeen says that he can hear what the interviewer says. 
Aladeen flouts maxim of relation because he tries to change the topic of 
the conversation. He pretends that he cannot hear the question. He does it because 
he cannot answer the question. It happens because, actually, Wadiya is developing 
a nuclear weapon but he does not want anyone outside of Wadiya to know about 
it. He wants to hide the fact and make the interviewer stop asking about it or move 
to another topic.  
Another example of maxim of relation flouting is shown in Datum 36. 
Aladeen : I threw in some carob-covered goji berries, just as a treat. 
                     Enjoy. 
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Customer : Thank you. That‟s very kind of you.  You‟re a very nice man. 
Aladeen : What the fuck did you call me? 
(Datum 36) 
 
This conversation happens at Zoey‟s store. Aladeen gives a bonus by 
giving some carob-covered goji berries to one of the customers and the customer 
wants to thank him for his kindness. However, somehow he is annoyed when the 
customer praises him as a very nice man. He responds to it by saying “What the 
fuck did you call me?” to express his dislike of being called as a very kind and 
nice man. 
Aladeen flouts maxim of relation by giving an irrelevant response. Instead 
of saying „thank you‟ because the customer praises him, he says something sharp 
and it hurts the customer feeling. This also can be seen as unexpected respond for 
the customer because she never imagines that she will get that kind of response 
when she praises someone. 
d. Maxim of Manner Flouting 
 Maxim of manner flouting occurs when a speaker gives an ambiguous 
response. It means that there is more than one meaning in the conversation. The 
speaker tends to be obscure or not be brief. An example of maxim of manner 
flouting is shown below. 
Aladeen : How much time have they allotted me? 
Tamir : Seven minutes, sir. 
Aladeen : I‟ll talk for 14 hours! And three of those will untranslatable. 
Literally, baby noises. Okay, let‟s rehearse this. Role play, role 
play. You, come on. This‟ll be fun. So Secretary General, your 
soldiers will weep… 
(GUN EXPLOTION) 
Aladeen : I‟m so sorry! Listen, it was not my fault. I mean,  somebody 
                   had set the safety catch to “Aladeen” instead of “Aladeen”. 
(Datum 6) 
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Aladeen summons all of his generals to discuss how he will address the 
UN council. While he explains about his plan, he wants to make a role play. Thus, 
he calls one of his bodyguards. However, unintentionally, he shoots his bodyguard 
because someone has changed the safety catch. Both signs in the safety catch are 
written as „Aladeen‟. It happens because Aladeen changes some words in 
Wadiyan language into „Aladeen‟. 
Aladeen flouts maxim of manner because he gives an ambiguous response. 
This is the effect from one of his policies as a dictator in which he changes some 
Wadiyan words into his name. The signs in the safety catch should be written as 
„on‟ and „off‟. Thus, people can know whether the gun is safe or not. In 
conclusion, Aladeen flouts maxim of manner by being obscure.  
2. Forms of Humor Created through Maxim Flouting in The Dictator Movie 
 From the data findings, the researcher found that Aladeen flouts all  types 
of maxim to create humor. The discussion in this section is divided into four parts: 
forms of humor created by maxim of quality flouting, maxim of quantity flouting, 
maxim of relation flouting, and maxim of manner flouting. 
a. Forms of Humor Created through Maxim of Quality Flouting 
 Aladeen in The Dictator movie flouts maxim of quality to create two 
forms of humor, i.e. joke and spontaneous conversational humor. The forms of 
spontaneous conversational humor that he created by employing maxim of quality 
flouting are irony, sarcasm, overstatement and understatement, teasing, clever 
replies to serious statements and pun.  
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1) Joke 
 Joke consists of two things, they are a set up and a punch line. A set up is a 
particular set of expectations about how the situation should be interpreted. Yet, 
the punch line is the final portion of the text, which causes surprises and humor. 
The following datum is an example of a joke performed by Aladeen in The 
Dictator movie. 
Nadal : It‟s racist, what are you doing! 
Aladeen : Do you know it’s a fact that they cannot pronounce their 
R’s? They pronounce them as L’s. So, instead you know 
what “rabbit” is in Chinese?  
Nadal : I don‟t know how to speak Chinese.  
Aladeen : It’s “labbit”. 
(Datum 29) 
 
This dialogue happens when Aladeen and Nadal want to scout Lancaster 
Hotel by riding a helicopter. They pretend as two ordinary American tourists who 
are just sight-seeing. Nadal wants Aladeen to act normal, so he will not arouse any 
suspicions. However, Aladeen acts like a Chinese person. He also says something 
untrue about how to pronounce “rabbit” in Chinese by saying „ It‟s “labbit” „. 
Thus, he flouts maxim of quality. 
Aladeen‟s utterance is categorized as a joke because there is a set up and a 
punch line. The set up is “Do you know it‟s a fact that they cannot pronounce their 
R‟s? They pronounce them as L‟s. So, instead you know what “rabbit” is in 
Chinese?” This set up makes Nadal think that Aladeen knows how to pronounce 
“rabbit” in Chinese and assumes that Aladeen can speak Chinese. However, the 
last utterance or usually called as a punch line, which is “It‟s “labbit”.” suddenly 
shifts the expectation and creates a surprising effect and humor. The word “labbit” 
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does not exist in Chinese. Aladeen only changes the letter “r” in “rabbit” into “l”, 
just because commonly the Chinese cannot pronounce “r”.  
2) Spontaneous Conversational Humor 
The second form of humor that is created by Aladeen through maxim of 
quality flouting in The Dictator movie is spontaneous conversational humor. The 
forms of spontaneous conversational humor that he created by employing maxim 
of quality flouting are irony, sarcasm, overstatement and understatement, teasing, 
clever replies to serious statements and pun. 
a) Irony 
 A speaker performs an irony when she/he expresses a statement in which 
the literal meaning is not in line with the intended meaning. An example of irony 
expressed by Aladeen in The Dictator movie is shown below. 
Aladeen : How dare you question my memory? I remember 
everything! 
Head Nuclear Scientist : No, I would never do that! Never! I‟m sorry. I 
didn‟t mean that. 
Aladeen : Don’t worry, it’s fine. Well done, my friend. 
(Datum 4) 
Aladeen visits his nuclear weapon laboratory and feels disappointed with 
his nuclear weapon design. Thus, he looks for Nadal, the chief of Wadiya‟s 
nuclear weapon program. However, Aladeen forgets that he had Nadal executed. 
The new head of nuclear scientist tries to remind him and asks whether Aladeen 
remembers about it or not. Aladeen feels offended because the new head of 
nuclear scientist questions his memory, but he does not say it directly. Instead of 
expressing his anger, he prefers saying “Don‟t worry, it‟s fine. Well done, my 
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friend.” However, not long after that, he signals his bodyguards to execute the 
new head of nuclear scientist. Aladeen flouts maxim of quality because he lies.  
 It can be categorized as an irony because Aladeen says a statement in 
which the literal meaning is the opposite of the intended meaning. Literally, he 
says that he is fine when the head of nuclear scientist questions his memory, but 
actually he is very offended.  
b) Sarcasm 
 Sarcasm is considered as an aggressive humor. It targets someone‟s feeling 
rather than an institution. Sarcasm is similar to a sharp, bitter or cutting 
expression. It can be in the form of a bitter gibe or taunt. An example of sarcastic 
expression in The Dictator movie can be shown in Datum 11. 
Zoey     : I pretty much haven‟t had a white boyfriend since high school. 
Aladeen: Well, the darker races are less choosy. 
(Datum 11) 
 
Zoey explains to Aladeen that she is not a racist. She has not had a white 
boyfriend since high school. Aladeen responds to her statement by saying the 
darker races are less choosy. He generalizes all the darker races without adequate 
evidence. Thus, he flouts maxim of quality. 
This utterance is categorized as sarcasm because this utterance is sharp or 
usually called as a bitter gibe. This utterance is targeting Zoey‟s pride. Through 
his utterance, Aladeen wants to say that Zoey had the darker boyfriend because 
the darker races are less choosy and she is not qualified with the white men‟s 
standards.  
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c) Overstatement and Understatement 
Overstatement or hyperbole is to say more than what is necessary. 
Overstatement can also be said as exaggeration. It is created to make the point 
more serious or important or beautiful. An example of overstatement is shown in 
Datum 33. 
Nadal :  She will not be cool with it. 
Aladeen : How is she to judge? She shaves her armpits once a year, 
and she taken lovers outside of her ethnic group. Are my 
crimes any worse than hers? 
(Datum 33) 
 
Aladeen wants to reveal his true identity to Zoey but Nadal prevents him. 
Aladeen thinks Zoey will not see it as a big deal because he assumes that Zoey‟s 
behaviors that never shaves her armpits and has a boyfriend from other ethnic 
group are worse than his crime as a dictator. Here, Aladeen exaggerates the fact 
and flouts maxim of quality. 
On the other hand, understatement is intentionally making a situation seem 
less important than it really is. In other words, it can be said that understatement is 
saying less than one means.  It is created by switching from something important 
to a statement, action, or detail that is much less important. The following datum 
is an example of understatement expressed by Aladeen in The Dictator movie. 
Zoey  : Is he okay? 
Aladeen: He’s fine. Luckily the bullet hit him in the brain. 
(Datum 41) 
 
Efawadh, Aladeen‟s double, is shot at his head when he wants to protect 
Aladeen. Then, Zoey asks about Efawadh‟s condition. However, Aladeen says 
something untrue by saying he is fine. Here, Aladeen flouts maxim of quality. He 
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makes the situation less than it really is, or understating that someone who is shot 
at his head will still be fine. In fact, Efawadh is not in a good condition because 
head is a very vital organ for human and being shot at the head will highly lead 
someone to death. 
d) Teasing 
Teasing is directed at the listener‟s personal appearance or weaknesses, 
when a speaker wants to create humorous effect. It is different from sarcasm. It 
does not seriously insult or offend the listener. The following datum is an example 
of teasing as a result of maxim of quality flouting. 
Zoey : All of our employees are political refuges, just like you! There 
is Hannah over here. She‟s from El Salvador. She is really 
useful member of our team. 
Aladeen : Useful as what? A coat hanger? 
(Datum 15) 
 
Aladeen denies Zoey‟s statement about Hannah, one of the shopkeepers at 
her store that comes from El Salvador. Zoey thinks that she is very useful in her 
team. However, Aladeen is not sure about it and denies the fact that Zoey tells 
him. Thus, he flouts maxim of quality. Aladeen also teases Hannah‟s physical 
appearance. Hannah loses her hands and uses metal hand. That is why Aladeen 
says that Hannah is useful as a coat hanger. 
e) Clever Reply to Serious Statement 
Clever reply to serious statement is one of humor creations where a 
speaker replies a serious statement with a clever, incongruous, or nonsensical 
reply. The statement is deliberately misunderstood so that a speaker does not reply 
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to the statement‟s intended meaning. An example of a clever reply to serious 
statement is shown in the following datum. 
Aladeen : And I accept your job offer as general manager. 
Zoey : Well, you can‟t be the manager, because I‟m the manager. 
Aladeen : Well, I can if I killed you. 
(Datum 27) 
 
Aladeen comes back to Zoey‟s store and decides to accept the job. He kids 
by saying that he accepts the job as a general manager and wants to kill Zoey. 
Aladeen flouts maxim of quality because he is not being sincere. He gives a clever 
reply to serious statement. When Aladeen says that he accepts the job offer to 
become a general manager, Zoey responds to it seriously by saying “Well, you 
can‟t be the manager, because I‟m the manager”. However, Aladeen replies it with 
an incongruous response by saying “Well, I can if I kill you”, to respond to 
Zoey‟s statement. This is one of the ways to create humor. By giving a 
nonsensical or incongruous reply, people can change the serious situation into a 
humorous one. 
f) Pun 
Pun is playing with a word. It evokes a second meaning of the word, based 
on a homophone: a word that is pronounced the same as another word but differs 
in meaning. Datum 21 is an example of a pun expressed by Aladeen in The 
Dictator movie. 
Waiter : What is your real name? I am interested. We are interested. 
Aladeen : Emploice. 
(Datum 21) 
 
Aladeen unintentionally travels to little Wadiya and enters the Death to 
Aladeen Restaurant. It is the place for those who hate Aladeen to gather and enjoy 
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some food. After leading Aladeen to his seat, the waiter tries to ask Aladeen about 
his real name. Aladeen responds to the question by saying that his name is 
“Emploice” that is pronounced the same as “Employees” in the sign “Employees 
Must Wash Hand”. The words “Employees” and “Emploice” are pronounced the 
same but have different meaning. The former means someone who is paid to work 
for someone else; the later means someone‟s name. This is usually called as pun. 
b. Forms of Humor Created through Maxim of Quantity Flouting 
 From the findings, the researcher found that Aladeen only created 
spontaneous conversational humor through maxim of quantity flouting. The types 
of spontaneous conversational humor created by Aladeen are self-deprecation, 
teasing, and transformations of frozen expressions. 
1) Self-deprecation 
Self-deprecation is targeting a speaker herself/himself as the object of 
humor. It also can be said as undervaluing oneself. The function of this form of 
humor is to demonstrate modesty, to put the listener at ease, or to ingratiate 
oneself with the listener. Datum 34 is an example of self-deprecation expressed by 
Aladeen. 
Zoey : It‟s amazing! 
Aladeen : Oh, it’s not amazing. It’s just a little less shit. 
(Datum 34) 
 
Knowing about Zoey‟s store that is not well developed, Aladeen takes 
charge in leading the store. As time goes by, there are a lot of improvements in 
Zoey‟s store. Seeing this, Zoey wants to praise Aladeen for the improvement. 
However, instead of saying „thank you‟, Aladeen gives too much information. 
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Thus, he flouts maxim of quantity. He self- deprecates himself to demonstrate 
modesty. He says that he only did a little less shit, even though he brings many 
improvements towards Zoey‟s store. 
2) Teasing 
Teasing is directed at the listener‟s personal appearance or weaknesses, 
when a speaker wants to create humorous effect. It is different from sarcasm. It 
does not seriously insult or offend the listener. The following datum is an example 
of teasing as a result of maxim of quantity flouting. 
Aladeen : You seem educated. 
Zoey : Yes. I went to Amherst. 
Aladeen : I love it when women go to school. It’s like seeing a monkey 
on rollerskates. It means nothing to them, but it’s so 
adorable for us. 
(Datum 14) 
 
After Zoey gives Aladeen the grand tour about her store, Aladeen thinks 
that Zoey is an educated woman. Then, Zoey says that she went to Amherst or 
studied at college. Aladeen wants to say that it is so adorable for him, since in 
Wadiya an educated woman is rare. However, he gives too much information 
when he expresses his feeling. Thus, he flouts maxim of quantity. 
Aladeen also teases Zoey for her achievement as an educated woman. He 
says that knowing a woman who goes to school is like seeing a monkey on 
rollerskates, that means nothing for the monkey but very adorable for those who 
see it. In other words, he wants to say that women will think that an educated 
woman is an ordinary thing, but not for those who see them. It is Aladeen‟s way 
to appreciate Zoey, because in Wadiya an educated woman is a taboo thing.  He 
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shows his appreciation by teasing a woman who goes to school, in this context is 
Zoey, and comparing her with a monkey who rides a rollerskates. 
3) Transformations of Frozen Expressions 
Transformations of frozen expressions happen when a speaker changes 
well-known sayings, clichés, or proverbs into novel statements. Datum 31 below 
is an example of transformation of frozen expression performed by Aladeen in 
The Dictator movie. 
Aladeen : Zoey! You have changed my life! Give a man a vagina and 
he will shpichs for a day. Teach man how to use his hand as 
a vagina, and he will shpichs for a life time. 
Zoey : Oh. No, no. Thank you. Um... 
(Datum 31) 
 
Aladeen asks Zoey to do a blow job, as a present for her, because she sets 
him free from the jail. However, Zoey refuses it and teaches him how to 
masturbate, that he never knows before. Then, after he knows how to masturbate, 
he wants to thank Zoey. Before he knows how to masturbate, he must spend a lot 
of money for the prostitutes. Now he can do it by himself. Aladeen gives too 
much information, when he wants to thank Zoey. He even changes a proverb in 
order to show his thankfulness. Thus, Aladeen flouts maxim of quantity. 
Aladeen‟s utterance is derived from a proverb: give a man a fish and you 
feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you feed him for a life time. It actually 
means give a man the answer, and he will only have a temporary solution. Teach 
him the principles that lead the man to that answer, and he will be able to find his 
own solutions in the future. In this dialogue, Aladeen changes the proverb in order 
to make a humorous effect. In this dialogue, his utterance means give a man a 
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woman then he can expel semen out of his penis for a day, but teach a man how to 
masturbate, and then he can expel semen out of his penis anytime he wants. 
c. Forms of Humor Created through Maxim of Relation Flouting 
 From the findings, the researcher found that Aladeen only creates 
spontaneous conversational humor by maxim of relation flouting. The types of 
spontaneous conversational humor that are created by Aladeen in The Dictator 
movie are sarcasm, self-deprecation, teasing and clever replies to serious 
statements. 
1) Sarcasm 
 Sarcasm is considered as an aggressive humor. It targets someone‟s feeling 
rather than an institution. Sarcasm is similar to a sharp, bitter or cutting 
expression. It can be in the form of a bitter gibe or taunt. An example of sarcastic 
expression in The Dictator movie can be shown below. 
Aladeen : Kimberly? 
Zoey : Zoey. 
Aladeen : Who cares? 
(Datum 26) 
 
After escaping from Zoey‟s store, Aladeen goes back to Zoey and decides 
to accept Zoey‟s job offer. When he first meets Zoey again, he calls the wrong 
name. However, instead of saying sorry, he gives irrelevant answer. Thus, he 
flouts maxim of relation. Aladeen‟s utterance can be categorized as sarcasm 
because it is sharp and targets individual. He directly shows that he does not care 
about the right name, without minds Zoey‟s feeling when she hears it. 
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2) Self-Deprecation 
Self-deprecation is targeting a speaker herself/himself as the object of 
humor. It also can be said as undervaluing oneself. The function of this form of 
humor is to demonstrate modesty, to put the listener at ease, or to ingratiate 
oneself with the listener. An example of self-deprecation expressed by Aladeen is 
shown in Datum 3 below. 
Nadal : Popeye is, as the song tells us, a sailor man. 
Aladeen : Indulge me. For one second, pretend that I’m an idiot. 
(Datum 3) 
 
Nadal and Aladeen argue whether Popeye is a professor or not. Nadal 
keeps saying that Popeye is not a professor, but Aladeen insists on his argument. 
He believes that Popeye is a professor and Nadal must consult about the missile 
with him. At the end, Aladeen wants to stop their debate and changes the topic of 
discussion. Thus, Aladeen flouts maxim of relation.  
Aladeen self deprecates himself by saying that he is an idiot to stop the 
debate about professor Popeye and wants Nadal to start discussing about the bomb 
that will not bounce right back and explode in Wadiya. Here, Aladeen self-
deprecates himself in order to put Nadal at ease. Thus, they can continue their 
conversation and terminate the debate. 
3) Teasing 
Teasing is directed at the listener‟s personal appearance or weaknesses, 
when a speaker wants to create humorous effect. It is different from sarcasm. It 
does not seriously insult or offend the listener. The following datum is an example 
of teasing as a result of maxim of relation flouting. 
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Zoey :  So, yeah, this is my store! This is the Free Earth Collective. 
We are vegan, feminist, non-profit cooperative operating 
within an anti-racist, anti-oppressive framework for people of 
all or no genders. We are a pure democracy. 
Aladeen : Get me clothes, little man. 
(Datum 10) 
 
Zoey tries to explain about the philosophy of her store. However, in the 
middle of her explanation, Aladeen asks Zoey to do something and teases her. He 
tries to terminate Zoey‟s explanation about her store and change the topic by 
asking Zoey to get him clothes. Thus, he flouts maxim of relation. He also teases 
Zoey by calling her as a little man, just because of her physical appearance. Zoey 
is a thin and short woman, it is the reason why, at first, Aladeen thinks that she is 
a man. However, after he knows that Zoey is a woman, he still calls her as a little 
man in order to tease her. 
4) Clever Reply to Serious Statement 
Clever reply to serious statement is one of humor creations where a 
speaker replies a serious statement with a clever, incongruous, or nonsensical 
reply. The statement is deliberately misunderstood so that a speaker does not reply 
to the statement‟s intended meaning. An example of a clever reply to serious 
statements is shown in Datum 42. 
Zoey :  So, we, um, we‟re opening 300 Women‟s Centers, but I‟m 
going to have to take a break for a little bit because I‟m 
pregnant. 
Aladeen : What? Are you having a boy or an abortion? 
(Datum 42) 
 
At the end of the movie, Zoey and Aladeen get married. Then, they return 
to Wadiya and start a new life as a new couple. After their marriage, they are 
invited to a talk show at one of Wadiyan‟s television station. In the middle of the 
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talk show, Zoey makes a surprising announcement that she is pregnant. Aladeen is 
very surprised and responds it by saying “What? Are you having a boy or an 
abortion?” Aladeen gives irrelevant response towards Zoey‟s statement. Thus, he 
flouts maxim of relation. 
Aladeen‟s utterance is categorized as clever replies to serious statements 
because he gives incongruous response. His utterance is not an appropriate 
response when a husband hears that his wife is pregnant. However, Aladeen gives 
that response in order to create humorous effect. 
d. Forms of Humor Created through Maxim of Manner Flouting 
 Based on the findings, Aladeen flouts maxim of manner in order to create 
spontaneous conversational humor. The types of spontaneous conversational 
humor that he created are double entendres and pun. 
1) Double Entendres 
It is a statement or word which is deliberately misunderstood in order to 
evoke dual meaning, which is often related to sexual matter. It can also define as 
ambiguity of meaning that leads to more than one interpretation. Datum 32 below 
is an example of double entendres expressed by Aladeen in The Dictator movie. 
Nadal : What are you doing? 
Aladeen : I’ve discovered this amazing thing. I have to show you how 
to do it. It’s called self juicing. You put your hand on your 
bilbul and you rub it, and then you can make your own 
labeneh come out. You don’t have to spend any Rolexes. 
You don’t have to give any dirty diamonds. 
(Datum 32) 
 
67 
 
 
 
In the middle of masturbating, Nadal calls Aladeen. However, he does not 
explain what is he doing briefly and he uses ambiguous words to explain it. Thus, 
he flouts maxim of manner.  
He uses words that have a second meaning which is relate to a sexual 
matter or usually called as double entendres. For example, „bilbul‟ for penis that 
actually means one of bird families and „labeneh‟ an Arabic language that actually 
means cream cheese that refers to sperm. 
Another example of double entendres is shown in Datum 37 below. 
Nadal : What are you doing? 
Aladeen : I’m in the Lincoln Tunnel. 
(Datum 37) 
 
Aladeen helps one of the customers who is in labor. When his hand that 
brings cell phone is in her vagina, Nadal calls him and asks about what he is 
doing. Aladeen answers it obscurely by saying that he is in the Lincoln Tunnel, 
which for him means as vagina. Thus, Aladeen flouts maxim of manner for being 
obscure.  
The Lincoln Tunnel is a set of three tunnels that is located in New York 
City. In this dialogue, Aladeen creates the second meaning of the Lincoln Tunnel 
which is vagina. The second interpretation of „the Lincoln Tunnel‟ is related to a 
sexual matter. Thus, this kind of humor is categorized as double entendres. 
2) Pun 
Pun is playing with a word. It evokes a second meaning of the word, based 
on a homophone: a word that is pronounced the same as another word but differs 
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in meaning. Datum 39 is an example of pun expressed by Aladeen in The Dictator 
movie. 
Zoey : You need to leave now. 
Aladeen : You have broken my heart into Aladeen pieces. 
(Datum 39) 
 
Aladeen finally reveals his true identity. For the very first time she met 
him, Zoey thinks that his name is Allison Burgers. However, Aladeen decides to 
tell Zoey about his real name and his position as a dictator. Zoey is very angry and 
wants Aladeen to leave her alone. Aladeen feels very sad and expresses it by 
saying „You have broken my heart into Aladeen pieces‟. Aladeen flouts maxim of 
manner because he gives ambiguous response towards Zoey‟s command.  
This is the effect of Aladeen‟s policy that changes some Wadiyan words 
into his name. „Aladeen‟ in this utterance creates multi interpretation or has more 
than one meanings, but they are pronounced the same with others „Aladeen‟ in 
Wadiyan Language. It can be meant „many‟, „little‟, „small‟, etc. This kind of 
humor is usually called as pun, which is usually created from words that are 
pronounced the same, but have different meaning. 
3. Functions of Humor Created through Maxim Flouting in The Dictator 
Movie 
Humor is usually used to amuse or provoke laughter. In other words, the 
main function of humor is to entertain the hearer. However, humor also has many 
other functions. The following section discusses the functions of humor created by 
maxim flouting in The Dictator movie. 
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a. Social Management 
As social management, humor becomes a tool that facilitates interaction 
among members in a group. It also makes the members‟ bounding in the group 
stronger. This members‟ bounding can also be used when facing out-group 
rejection. There are eight sub categories in social management, i.e. social control, 
conveyance of social norms, ingratiation, discourse management, establishment of 
common ground, cleverness, social play, and repair. 
The following section discusses social management functions of humor 
that are created through maxim of quality flouting, maxim of quantity flouting, 
maxim of relation flouting, and maxim of manner flouting. Datum 40 is an 
example of social function of humor created through maxim of quality flouting. 
Aladeen: Yes I am! I’m like a mafroom. Hard and spiky on the outside, 
but soft and really mushy on the inside. 
Nadal    : You‟re not like mafroom at all. You‟re like an onion. An outer 
layer of cocksucker, and when you peel it away, there is 10 
more layers of cocksucker unederneath. 
(Datum 40) 
 
Aladeen performs an overstatement or a hyperbole. He exaggerates his 
character that he says like mafroom. Thus, he flouts maxim of quality.  The 
function is to make others like him or his character. He wants to say that, even 
though he is a dictator who is usually cruel, deep inside his heart he is a very 
gentle and sensitive person. In social management, this kind of function of humor 
is categorized as ingratiation.  
The next datum is an example of social management created through 
maxim of quantity flouting. 
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Aladeen : That is very disrespectful to your leader. 
Man : What ever,dude. Who are you, Osama bin Laden‟s best friend? 
Aladeen : No, he is not my best friend! Though he has been staying in 
my guest house ever since they shout his double last year. 
Now the guy won’t leave. I know why this guy’s the most 
hated man in the world.  You just have to go to the 
bathroom after him. You go to the bathroom after Osama, 
you will realize the true meaning of terrorism. 
(Datum 28) 
 
Aladeen sees one of the shopkeepers steals money from the cashier 
machine, while he does his job. He comes to him and tries to prevent him from 
stealing the money. It makes the man feels annoyed and asks whether he is Osama 
bin Laden‟s best friend or not in order to tease him. However, Aladeen answers it 
seriously and even tells a story about Osama when he stayed in his guest house. 
Aladeen flouts maxim of quantity since he gives too much information. He can 
simply answer the man‟s question by saying „yes‟ or „no‟. 
Aladeen explains and criticizes about Osama‟s unacceptable behavior 
when he stayed in his guest house: Osama messed the bathroom. This function 
belongs to social management function of humor. While staying at Aladeen‟s 
guest house, Osama turned Aladeen‟s bathroom into a messy place. This breaks 
the social norms about how someone should do when she/he stays at other 
people‟s house. Thus, through his utterance humor is used as conveyance of social 
norms. 
The following datum is an example of social management created by 
maxim of relation flouting. 
Zoey : Anyway, let me give you the grand tour. Up on the roof, we 
have amazing organic garden… 
Aladeen : Boring! Do you sell any assault rifles? 
(Datum 12) 
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Zoey wants to give the grand tour and explain about the organic garden on 
her store roof. However, Aladeen cuts her words and asks about something else. 
Here, Aladeen flouts maxim of relation because he tries to change the topic of the 
conversation. He suddenly terminates the explanation and asks whether Zoey‟s 
store sells assault rifles or not. Here, humor is used to terminate the conversation 
and check something. These are humor functions as social management, in term 
of discourse management.  
The next datum is an example of social management created through 
maxim of manner flouting. 
Megan : Katty Perry said she got diamond Rolex. 
Aladeen : That’s because she let me Aladeen in her face. 
(Datum 5) 
 
After having sex, Megan gets her payment. However, she is not satisfied 
with what Aladeen gives to her. Aladeen responds to Megan‟s complaint by 
saying something ambiguous. As a dictator, Aladeen changes some Wadiyan 
words into „Aladeen‟ that causes mass confusion. Thus, he flouts maxim of 
manner.  
Through his utterance, Aladeeen wants to show his power as a man and a 
dictator. His utterance implies that he can pay any girls to sleep with him and he 
can do anything with those girls. In social management, it belongs to social play 
in which a man usually uses humor in order to show his power towards others. 
b. Defunctionalization 
Non sense humor or puns can be categorized as defunctionalization of 
language. Language‟s principal function is for transmission of information. 
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However, defunctionalized language uses language for playful purposes. Humor 
which is seen as “play with language” has the effect of shifting the focus from 
language that is functioned as a communication tool to language as art. In other 
words, through this function, humor is used for entertainment purposes. 
The following discussion discusses defunctionalization functions of humor 
that are created through maxim flouting. From the findings, the researcher found 
that defunctionalization function of humor is created through maxim of quality 
flouting and maxim of manner flouting. Datum 19 and Datum 20 below are 
examples of defunctionalization function of humor created through maxim of 
quality flouting. 
Waiter : What‟s your real name? 
Aladeen : Ladis. 
(Datum 19) 
 
Aladeen visits the Death to Aladeen Restaurant and lies when a waiter asks 
about his name. He makes a made-up name from a sign „Ladies Washroom‟. 
Thus, he flouts maxim of quality. The word „Ladis‟ is pronounced the same as 
„Ladies‟. The function is defunctionalization: using language for playful purposes. 
Aladeen creates humor by removing the true meaning of the word and using it as 
his made-up name. It is continues in Datum 20 below, when Aladeen makes 
another made-up name based on the sign. 
Waiter : Ladis what? 
Aladeen : Ladis Washerum. 
Waiter : So your name is like the sign “Ladies Washroom? 
(Datum 20) 
 
When Aladeen is asked about his complete name, he lies again by saying 
the complete words on the sign: „Ladies Washroom‟, that is pronounced the same 
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as his made up name „Ladis Washerum‟. By changing the function of the words, 
the sign loses its meaning literally, but it creates a new function of language, i.e. 
for entertainment purposes or defunctionalization. 
Defunctionalization function of humor is also created through maxim of 
manner flouting. Datum 6 below is an example of defunctionalization function of 
humor through maxim of manner flouting. 
Aladeen : How much time have they allotted me? 
Tamir : Seven minutes, sir. 
Aladeen : I‟ll talk for 14 hours! And three of those will untranslatable. 
Literally, baby noises. Okay, let‟s rehearse this. Role play, role 
play. You, come on. This‟ll be fun. So Secretary General, your 
soldiers will weep… 
(GUN EXPLOTION) 
Aladeen : I‟m so sorry! Listen, it was not my fault. I mean, somebody 
had set the safety catch to “Aladeen” instead of “Aladeen”. 
(Datum 6) 
 
Aladeen explains about how he will address the UN council to all of his 
generals.  In the middle of his explanation, he wants to make a role play. Then, 
one of his bodyguards is called to make a role play with him. However, he 
unintentionally shoots his bodyguard because someone has changed the safety 
catch. It happens because Aladeen changes some words in Wadiyan language into 
„Aladeen‟ that makes the signs in the safety catch, which both written as 
„Aladeen‟, cannot be understood. Aladeen flouts maxim of manner because he 
gives ambiguous responses. In other words, Aladeen flouts maxim of manner for 
being obscure. 
The signs in the safety catch should be written as „on‟ and „off‟. Thus, 
people can know whether the gun is safe or not. When Aladeen changes some 
words into „Aladeen‟, the words lose their function to transform information. The 
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function is using language for playful purposes and making the words have a new 
function. In this case is a creating humorous effect.  
To sum up, all types of maxim are flouted by Aladeen to create humor in 
The Dictator movie. There are several forms of humor that are created through 
maxim flouting. Maxim of quality flouting creates two forms of humor; they are 
joke and spontaneous conversational humor. There are 7 types of spontaneous 
conversational humor that are created through maxim of quality flouting, i.e. 
irony, sarcasm, overstatement and understatement, teasing, clever replies to 
serious statements, and pun. Meanwhile, maxim of quantity flouting only creates 
spontaneous conversational humor. The types of spontaneous conversational 
humor created by Aladeen through maxim of quantity flouting are self-
deprecation, teasing, and transformations of frozen expressions.  
Spontaneous conversational humor becomes the only form of humor 
created through maxim of relation flouting. They are sarcasm, self-deprecation, 
teasing, and clever replies to serious statement. Moreover, maxim of manner 
flouting creates double entendres and pun, which also belong to spontaneous 
conversational humor. 
In term of functions of humor, there are only two functions that are created 
through maxim flouting, i.e. social management and defunctionalization. All the 
types of maxim are using humor as social management. Meanwhile, 
defunctionalization function of humor is only used through maxim of quality 
flouting and maxim of manner flouting. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
A. Conclusions 
 Based on the findings and discussions in the previous chapter, the 
researcher draws the conclusions as presented in the following. 
1. The first objective in this research is to analyze the maxims that are flouted 
by Aladeen to create humor in The Dictator movie. All maxims flouting are 
employed by Aladeen to create humor in The Dictator movie, i.e. flouting maxim 
of quality, maxim of quantity, maxim of relation and maxim of manner. 
 The most prominent maxim that is flouted by Aladeen to create humor is 
maxim of quality. Aladeen flouts maxim of quality by exaggerating the situation, 
lying, performing irony, saying something untrue and saying something that does 
not have adequate evidence. These perfectly describe Aladeen‟s character in the 
movie. Aladeen is a character who always thinks that he knows everything, but 
not in reality. He also loves to make a fool of others, lies to them, and hurts 
others‟ feeling through his words.  
 On the other hand, maxim of quantity flouting has the lowest rank. It can 
be implied that giving too little or too much information is not an effective way to 
create humor. In creating humor, when a speaker gives too little information, the 
hearer will not get the humor. Meanwhile, when a speaker gives too much 
information, the hearer will put more attention in interpreting the speaker‟s 
utterance rather than understanding the humor. 
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2. The second objective of this research is to describe and explain the forms 
of humor expressed by Aladeen through maxim flouting in The Dictator movie. 
Jokes and spontaneous conversational humor are found in the movie. Spontaneous 
conversational humor becomes the most prominent form of humor. It is because 
during the conversation, commonly, people create spontaneous conversational 
humor. The Dictator is a movie that consists of daily conversation. Thus, Aladeen 
mostly creates humor in the form of spontaneous conversational humor. There are 
nine types of spontaneous conversational humor that are found in the movie. They 
are irony, sarcasm, overstatement and understatement, self-deprecation, teasing, 
clever replies to serious statements, double entendres, transformations of frozen 
expressions, and pun. Satire and replies to rhetorical questions become the types 
that are not found in the movie. 
 Among the three forms of humor, i.e. jokes, spontaneous conversational 
humor, and unintentional humor, there is only one form of humor that is not found 
in the movie: unintentional humor. Accidental physical humor, as the first type of 
unintentional humor, is usually created through physical accident. However, the 
forms of data in this research are utterances. Thus, this kind of humor cannot be 
analyzed in this research. Meanwhile, the second type of unintentional humor, 
accidental linguistic humor, is also not found because it is created by accidentally 
misspelling or mispronouncing a word or utterance that has no intention to create 
humor. Yet, as a comedy movie, it is clear that all humorous utterances in The 
Dictator movie are intentionally created to make humorous effects. 
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3. The third objective of this research is to explain the functions of humor 
expressed by Aladeen through maxim flouting in The Dictator movie. There are 
only two functions of humor that are found in the movie. They are social 
management and defunctionalization. Social management becomes the most 
prominent function of humor because, in his social life, Aladeen frequently uses 
humor when he is involved in an interaction. Aladeen uses humor to intimidate 
and embarrass others. In managing the conversation and attracting people‟s 
attention on taboos or unacceptable behavior, he also says some utterances that 
have humorous effect. In addition, he also uses humor to show his aggression and 
domination as a man or a dictator towards everyone around him. Humor is also 
used to garner attention and encourage others to like him. These are considered as 
the social management function of humor. 
Decommitment and mediation become the functions of humor that are not 
found in the movie. Decommitment is not found in the movie because when 
Aladeen wants to know something, he will ask directly without using humor. 
Humor is also can be used as a mediation tool. As a mediation tool, humor can be 
used to deny the truthfulness of speaker‟s utterance by claiming that she/he is 
“only” kidding. This function of humor can be applied when a hearer gives 
negative response towards the speaker‟s utterances. However, as a dictator, 
Aladeen never minds others‟ feeling. Thus, he will say what he wants to say 
without worrying the effects of his utterance toward others. In conclusion, humor 
is not used as a mediation tool in the movie. 
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B. Suggestions 
 Based on the conclusions above, the researcher proposes some suggestions 
to the following parties. 
1. To Students of Linguistics  
There are many researchers who conduct research in pragmatics, especially 
about maxim flouting. However, only few of them relate it to the discussion of 
humor. Therefore, the researcher suggests that more students conduct 
researches which discuss humor that is viewed pragmatically. 
2. To Future Researchers 
Sufficient data are important in a research. A researcher should determine the 
object of the research in order to answer her/his research problems. In this 
research, The Dictator provides the sufficient data that can answer and explain 
the research problems. Thus, the future researchers who want to investigate 
humor through maxim flouting would also carefully choose the object of the 
research, because not all of the movie will provide the sufficient data. Other 
sources of data can also be used to conduct a research under this topic, i.e. 
comedy novels or plays. 
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Appendix A Findings of Maxim Flouting, Forms and Functions of Humor 
in The Dictator Movie  
Notes: 
Ql : Maxim of Quality    Sc : Sarcasm      P : Pun        
Qt : Maxim of Quantity    OU : Overstatement and Understatement   UH : Unintentional Humor  
Rl : Maxim of Relation    SD : Self-depreciation     SM : Social Management      
Mn : Maxim of Manner    T : Teasing     Dec : Decommitment         
Jo : Jokes      RR : Replies to rhetorical questions  Me : Mediation  
SCH : Spontaneous Conversation Humor  CR : Clever replies to serious statements     De : Defunctionalization    
I : Irony      DE : Double entendres         
St : Satire      TF : Transformations of frozen expressions  
 
No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
1 Interviewer: Are you 
developing nuclear 
weapons? 
 
Aladeen: No, I literary 
can’t hear you. 
 
Interviewer: I‟m going to 
another question. 
 
Aladeen: Oh, I can hear 
you now. 
  √          √     √    The interviewer asks 
Aladeen whether he 
develops nuclear weapons 
or not. However, Aladeen 
cannot answer the 
question. He also tries to 
change the topic. Here, he 
flouts maxim of relation. 
He performs clever replies 
to serious statement. 
Instead of answering the 
question, he says that he 
cannot hear the question. It 
is a clever way to change 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
the topic of discussion. 
Aladeen cannot answer the 
question that is related to 
nuclear weapon. Thus, he 
pretends that he can not 
hear the question. 
However, when the 
interviewer says that he 
will ask another question, 
Aladeen says that he can 
hear it. Here, humor is 
used for managing the 
discourse by shifting topic 
of discussion from nuclear 
weapon to another topic 
which has no relation to 
the discussion of the 
nuclear weapon. 
  
2. Nadal: The shape of the 
missile top has nothing to 
do with aerodynamics. It 
is about the payload 
delivery. 
 
Aladeen: No. It sticks in 
the ground, and then 
kaboom. 
 
√    √             √    Aladeen says something to 
Nadal about a missile in 
the research films that he 
himself does not have 
adequate evidence. Thus, 
he flouts the maxim of 
quality. His explanation 
about missile in the 
cartoons that he thinks as 
research films is 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
Nadal: Supreme Leader, I 
think perharps some of 
your information about 
boombs is coming from 
cartoons. 
 
Aladeen: Nonsense. 
They were research 
films. And in them, the 
victims of the bomb 
would get very sooty 
faces and then a see-
through version of 
themselves started 
rising up towards 
Heaven while playing a 
harp. 
considered as joke. The 
function of this joke is to 
establish the same 
understanding about how 
the top of a missile should 
be and what a research 
film is. Aladeen argues 
that he ever saw a missile 
in a film. In the film, the 
missile‟s top is pointy, so 
it can stick in the ground 
and explode. He wants to 
share this understanding to 
Nadal. Thus, humor is 
used to establish the same 
understanding. 
  
3. Nadal: Popeye is, as the 
song tells us, a sailor 
man. 
 
Aladeen: Indulge me. 
For one second, pretend 
that I’m an idiot. 
  √       √        √    Nadal and Aladeen argue 
whether Popeye is a 
professor or not. At the 
end, Aladeen wants to stop 
their debate and changes 
the topic of discussion. 
Thus, Aladeen flouts 
maxim of relation. 
Aladeen self deprecates 
himself by saying that he 
is an idiot. He wants to 
stop arguing about 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
professor Popeye and 
wants Nadal to start 
discussing about the bomb 
that will not bounce right 
back and explode in 
Wadiya. This is social 
management function of 
humor that can be used for 
managing the discourse by 
terminating the debate or 
conversation. 
 
4. Aladeen: How dare you 
question my memory? I 
remember everything! 
 
Head Nuclear Scientist: 
No, I would never do 
that! Never! I‟m sorry. I 
didn‟t mean that. 
 
Aladeen: Don’t worry, 
it’s fine. Well done, my 
friend. 
 
√     √            √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quality because he lies. He 
says that he is fine when 
the head of nuclear 
scientist questions his 
memory, but actually he is 
very offended. It is proven 
because after that he 
signals his bodyguards to 
execute the head of 
nuclear scientist. Thus, he 
performs irony. The 
function is indirectly 
intimidating the head of 
nuclear scientist. Here, 
humor is used to 
intimidate others and show 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
social control in which 
Aladeen, as a dictator, has 
power to execute anyone 
who makes him feel 
offended. 
 
5. Megan: Katty Perry said 
she got diamond Rolex. 
 
Aladeen: That’s because 
she let me Aladeen in 
her face. 
   √          √    √    After having sex, Megan 
gets her payment. 
However, she is not 
satisfied with what 
Aladeen gives to her. 
Aladeen responds Megan‟s 
complain by saying 
something ambiguous. As 
a dictator, Aladeen 
changes some Wadiyan 
words into „Aladeen‟ that 
causes mass confusion. 
Thus, he flouts maxim of 
manner. This ambiguity, 
leads to multi 
interpretation that relates 
to sexual matters. This is 
usually called as double 
entendres. Through his 
utterance, Aladeeen wants 
to show his power or 
domination as a man and a 
dictator. His utterance 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
implies that he can pay any 
girls to sleep with him and 
he can do anything with 
those girls. 
  
6. Aladeen: How much time 
have they allotted me? 
 
Tamir: Seven minutes, 
sir. 
 
Aladeen: I‟ll talk for 14 
hours! And three of those 
will untranslatable. 
Literally, baby noises. 
Okay, let‟s rehearse this.  
Role play, role play. You, 
come on. This‟ll be fun.  
 
So Secretary General, 
your soldiers will 
weep… 
 
(GUN EXPLOTION) 
 
Aladeen: I‟m so sorry! 
Listen, it was not my 
fault. I mean, somebody 
had set the safety catch 
   √            √     √ Aladeen, unintentionally, 
shoots his bodyguard 
because someone has 
changed the safety catch. 
This becomes ambiguous 
because signs in the safety 
catch are written as 
„Aladeen‟ instead of „on‟ 
and off. Thus, he flouts 
maxim of manner for 
being obscure. This kind 
of humor is considered as 
a pun. Both words, in 
Wadiyan language, are 
pronounced the same but 
have different meaning. 
The function is using 
language for playful 
purposes. When Aladeen 
changes some words into 
„Aladeen‟, the words lose 
its function to transform 
information. However, it 
makes the words have a 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
to “Aladeen” instead of 
“Aladeen”. 
new function. In this case, 
to create humor. 
  
7. Tamir: Supreme Leader, 
the suite has been 
renovated to your 
specifications. 
 
Aladeen: Twenty dollars 
a day for internet? What 
the fuck? And they 
accuse me of being an 
international criminal? 
√        √         √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quality because he 
exaggerates the fact that he 
should pay twenty dollars 
a day for internet and 
compares it with the 
society who accuses him 
as an international 
criminal. This is 
considered as an 
overstatement. The 
function is to convey 
social norms about the 
society‟s behavior, who 
accuses him as an 
international criminal, that 
cannot be accepted by him. 
 
8. Clayton: I‟m being paid 
to kill you. But I‟m 
gonna torture you for 
free. 
 
Aladeen: Are you 
serious? Where’d you 
get those relics? From 
  √        √       √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
relation because when 
Clayton wants to torture 
Aladeen, Aladeen teases 
Clayton in order to extend 
the time and change the 
topic. Here, humor is used 
for shifting the topic. At 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
the Shah of Iran’s 
garage sale? 
first, Clayton is ready to 
torture him. However, 
Aladeen keeps trying to 
disturb Clayton‟s attention 
by giving comments about 
his tools. Thus, he can 
make Clayton forget about 
it. 
 
9. Zoey: My name is Zoey. 
 
Aladeen: I don’t care. 
  √     √          √    Zoey tries to introduce 
herself to Aladeen. 
However, Aladeen gives 
irrelevant response by 
saying that he does not 
care. Here, Aladeen flouts 
maxim of relation. 
Through his utterance, 
Aladeen performs sarcasm, 
which is usually sharp and 
targets individual. The 
function is performing 
aggression towards Zoey. 
He offends Zoey‟s feeling 
through his utterance. 
 
10. Zoey: So, yeah, this is 
my store! This is the Free 
Earth Collective. We are 
vegan, feminist, non-
  √        √       √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
relation because he gives 
irrelevant response 
towards Zoey‟s 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
profit cooperative 
operating within an anti-
racist, anti-oppressive 
framework for people of 
all or no genders. We are 
a pure democracy. 
 
Aladeen: Get me 
clothes, little man. 
explanation. He asks Zoey 
to do something and teases 
her. He tries to terminate 
Zoey‟s explanation about 
her store and change the 
topic by asking Zoey to get 
him clothes. He also teases 
Zoey by calling her as a 
little man, just because of 
her physical appearance. 
This function is usually 
called as discourse 
management function of 
humor. 
 
11. Zoey: I pretty much 
haven‟t had a white 
boyfriend since high 
school. 
 
Aladeen: Well, the 
darker races are less 
choosy. 
√       √          √    Aladeen says that darker 
races are less choosy 
without adequate evidence. 
He performs sarcasm, 
which is considered as one 
of the ways to flout maxim 
of quality. This is called as 
sarcasm because the 
utterance is sharp. The 
function is to show 
aggression towards Zoey‟s 
pride. Through his 
utterance, Aladeen wants 
to say that Zoey had the 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
darker boyfriend because 
she is considered 
unqualified in the white 
men‟s standards. 
 
12. Zoey: Anyway, let me 
give you the grand tour. 
Up on the roof, we have 
amazing organic 
garden… 
 
Aladeen: Boring! Do 
you sell any assault 
rifles? 
  √     √          √    Zoey wants to explain 
about the organic garden 
on her store roof, but 
Aladeen cuts her words 
and asks about something 
else. Here, Aladeen flouts 
maxim of relation. 
Aladeen‟s utterance is 
considered as a sarcasm 
because his utterance 
implies that he does not 
care about Zoey‟s 
explanation and sharply 
says it to her.  He also 
wants to terminate Zoey‟s 
explanation and check 
whether Zoey‟s store sells 
assault rifles or not. 
Terminating the 
explanation and checking 
are humor functions as 
social management, in 
term of discourse 
management. 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
13. Zoey: I took a feminist 
clown workshop once. 
“Help! Help! I‟m trapped 
under a glass ceiling!” 
 
Aladeen: What the fuck! 
  √     √          √    Zoey demonstrates her role 
as clown when she took a 
feminist clown workshop. 
However, Aladeen gives 
irrelevant response by 
performing sarcasm. This 
is considered as sarcasm 
because Aladeen sharply 
shows that he does not 
appreciate Zoey‟s 
performance by saying 
rude words. The function 
is showing aggression 
towards Zoey. Through his 
utterance, Aladeen offends 
Zoey‟s feeling and makes 
her feel unappreciated. 
 
14. Aladeen: You seem 
educated. 
 
Zoey: Yes. I went to 
Amherst. 
 
Aladeen: I love it when 
women go to school. It’s 
like seeing a monkey on 
rollerskates. It means 
nothing to them, but it’s 
 √         √       √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quantity because he gives 
too much information. In 
fact, he can simply 
respond Zoey by saying 
„That‟s adorable.‟ By 
saying his utterance, 
Aladeen wants to tease 
Zoey and comparing her 
with monkey on 
rollerskates. The function 
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No. Data 
Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
so adorable for us. is conveying social norms, 
since for Aladeen and in 
Wadiya, an educated 
woman is a taboo thing.  
 
15. Zoey: All of our 
employees are political 
refuges, just like you! 
Threre is Hannah over 
here. She‟s from El 
Salvador. She is really 
useful member of our 
team. 
 
Aladeen: Useful as 
what? A coat hanger? 
√          √       √    Aladeen denies Zoey‟s 
statement about Hannah 
that Zoey thinks very 
useful in her team. Thus, 
he flouts maxim of quality. 
Aladeen also teases 
Hannah physical 
appearance because 
Hannah loses her hands 
and uses metal hand. That 
is why Aladeen says that 
Hannah is useful as a coat 
hanger. The function is to 
show aggression. Aladeen 
offends Hannah‟s feeling 
and underestimates her 
capability just because of 
her physical appearance. 
 
16. Aladeen: Who‟s that? 
 
Zoey: Oh, this is Joteph. 
He‟s from a Sudanese 
tribe that has no concept 
  √        √       √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
relation because he 
suddenly changes the topic 
of discussion and partner 
of discussion. He teases 
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Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
of money. His entire 
village was ransacked. 
 
Aladeen: Hey, Sub-
Saharan! Do you think 
you could get me 100 
child soldiers here by 
5:00 p.m.? 
 
Joteph by calling him 
„Sub-Saharan‟ just because 
of his physical appearance 
as a colored man. The 
function is showing 
aggression towards Joteph. 
Aladeen offends Joteph‟s 
feeling by teasing his 
black skin tone and calls 
him as Sub-Saharan. He 
also asks something that 
annoys Joteph. 
 
17. Aladeen: Shave your 
under-the-arms! I dread 
to think what kind of 
jungle you have on your 
malawach. 
 
Zoey: That is very 
inappropriate. 
Aladeen: Don’t tell me 
what to say and what 
not to say, little boy. 
√          √       √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quality by saying 
something untrue about 
Zoey. He teases Zoey‟s 
physical appearance that 
looks like a little boy. 
Although, in fact, she is a 
girl. Through his words 
Aladeen makes Zoey feels 
annoyed and it is 
considered as a verbal 
aggression.  
 
18. Zoey: If you do not stop 
using hateful language, 
you cannot work here. 
√          √       √    By breaking his promise 
and lying, Aladeen flouts 
maxim of quality. He also 
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Maxim 
Flouting 
Forms of humor 
Functions 
of humor Explanation 
Jo 
SCH 
UH 
Ql Qt Rl Mn I St Sc OU SD T RR CR DE TF P SM Dec Me De 
 
Aladeen: All right. I 
promise. 
 
Zoey: Okay. 
 
Aladeen: I tricked you,  
Wolverina. Justin 
Bieber’s chubby 
double! Hairy Potter. 
teases Zoey because of her 
physical appearance: her 
chubby check and long 
armpit hairs, by calling her 
Wolverina, Justin Bieber 
chubby double and Hairy 
Potter. This is, of course, 
makes Zoey feel offended. 
Here, humor is used to 
show verbal aggression 
towards others.  
 
19. Waiter: What‟s your real 
name? 
 
Aladeen: Ladis. 
√               √     √ Aladeen lies when a waiter 
asks about his name. He 
makes made-up name from 
a sign „Ladies Washroom‟. 
Thus, he flouts maxim of 
quality. The word „Ladis‟ 
is pronounced the same as 
„Ladies‟, this is 
categorized as pun. The 
function is 
defunctionalization: use 
language for playful 
purposes. Aladeen creates 
humor by removing the 
true meaning of the word 
and using it as his name. 
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20. Waiter: Ladis what? 
 
Aladeen: Ladis 
Washerum. 
 
Waiter: So your name is 
like the sign “Ladies 
Washroom? 
√               √     √ When Aladeen is asked 
about his complete name, 
he lies again by saying the 
complete words on the 
sign: „Ladies Washroom‟, 
that is pronounced the 
same with his made up 
name „Ladis Washerum‟. 
This is usually called as a 
pun. This changes the 
main function of language 
which is used for 
transmission of 
information into playful 
purposes or 
defunctionalization. By 
changing the function of 
the words, the sign loses 
its meaning literally, but it 
is used for entertainment 
purposes. 
 
21. Waiter: What is your real 
name? I am interested. 
We are interested. 
 
Aladeen: Emploice. 
 
√               √     √ The waiter tries to ask 
Aladeen about his real 
name again. Then, he says 
that his name is 
„Emploice‟ that is 
pronounced the same with 
„Employees‟. He flouts 
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Jo 
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UH 
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maxim of quality because 
he lies. He performs 
humor that comes from 
two words that are 
pronounced the same but 
have different meanings, 
or usually called as pun. 
The function is using 
language for playful 
purposes or 
defunctionalization. 
 
22. Waiter: Emploice what? 
 
Aladeen: Emploice  
Muswashans 
√               √     √ Here, Aladeen flouts 
maxim of quality again by 
lying. He creates other 
made-up name that is 
pronounced the same with 
the sign „Employees Must 
Wash Hand‟. Thus, it is 
considered as pun. 
Language is, again, used 
as playful purposes rather 
than as transmission of 
information. The word 
„Employees‟ at the sign 
means someone who is 
paid to work for someone 
else. However, here, 
Aladeen uses it as his 
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name for entertaining 
purposes or creating 
humor. 
 
23. Waiter: What is your real 
name? 
 
Aladeen: Max. 
 
√               √     √ For the third time the 
writer asks about 
Aladeen‟s name. Now, he 
answers that his name is 
Max that is derived from 
the word „Maximum‟ in 
the lift sign „Maximum 
Occupancy One Hundred 
and Twenty‟. It is 
pronounced the same with 
„Max‟ in the word 
„Maximum‟. In humor, 
this is usually called as 
pun. The function is to use 
language for playful or 
entertainment purposes. 
„Max‟ which means the 
largest weight of people in 
pounds that are allowed 
for using lift is changed 
into someone‟s name in 
order to create humor. 
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24. Waiter: Max what? 
 
Aladeen: 
Imumoccupacyu One-
hundred-and-twenty. 
 
 
Waiter: There‟s a number 
in the name? 
√               √     √ Similar to the previous 
data, Aladeen flouts 
maxim of quality by 
making another made-up 
name. He says that his 
name is „Max 
Imumoccupacyu One-
hundred-and-twenty‟, 
which is similarly 
pronounced with the sign 
„Maximum Occupancy 
One Hundred and 
Twenty‟. It is considered 
as a pun. The function is 
defunctionalization or use 
language for playful 
purposes, rather as 
transmission information 
tool. Aladeen removes the 
message in the sign and 
creates a made-up name 
from it.  
 
25. Nadal: I have a perfectly 
good job here. I‟m a Mac 
Genius! 
 
Aladeen: Oh. What you 
do? 
√     √            √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quality by performing 
irony. He congratulates 
Nadal about his job, but 
actually he wants to mock 
Nadal‟s job. Through his 
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Nadal: Mostly, I clean 
semen out of laptops. 
 
Aladeen: 
Congratulations. 
Livings in the American 
dream. 
utterance, Aladeen annoys 
Nadal. This is categorized 
as verbal aggression. Thus, 
humor is used to show 
aggression towards others‟ 
feeling. 
26. Aladeen: Kimberly? 
 
Zoey: Zoey. 
 
Aladeen: Who cares? 
  √     √          √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
relation since he gives an 
irrelevant response. 
Instead of saying sorry 
because he calls the wrong 
name, he responds it by 
saying „Who cares?‟ 
Through his utterance, 
Aladeen directly shows 
that he does not care about 
Zoey‟s feeling. It is 
usually considered as 
sarcasm that usually 
targeting individual. The 
function is, of course, to 
show aggression through 
the utterance. Aladeen‟s 
utterance will harm Zoey‟s 
feeling. This function 
belongs to social 
management function of 
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humor. 
 
27. Aladeen: And I accept 
your job offer as general 
manager. 
 
Zoey: Well, you can‟t be 
the manager, because I‟m 
the manager. 
 
Aladeen: Well, I can if I 
killed you. 
√            √     √    Aladeen flout maxim of 
quality because he is not 
being sincere. He says that 
he will kill Zoey to 
become the general 
manager, but he does not 
mean it. He gives clever 
replies to serious 
statement, since he replies 
Zoey‟s serious statement 
with  something that 
incongruous. Although he 
does not mean it seriously, 
his utterance, of course, 
harms Zoey‟s feeling. 
Thus, he shows aggression 
through his utterance. This 
function belongs to social 
play, that is also part of 
social management 
function of humor. 
 
28. Aladeen: That is very 
disrespectful to your 
leader. 
 
 √         √       √    Aladeen gives too much 
information when 
someone asks whether he 
is Osama‟s bestfriend or 
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Man: What ever,dude. 
Who are you, Osama bin 
Laden‟s best friend? 
 
Aladeen: No, he is not 
my best friend! Though 
he has been staying in 
my guest house ever 
since they shout his 
double last year. Now 
the guy won’t leave. I 
know why this guy’s the 
most hated man in the 
world.  You just have to 
go to the bathroom 
after him. You go to the 
bathroom after Osama, 
you will realize the true 
meaning of terrorism. 
not. Instead of saying 
„No‟, he explains about 
Osama‟s unacceptable 
behavior when he is in the 
bathroom. He wants to 
tease Osama and criticize 
his behavior. Through his 
utterance, Aladeen 
conveys social norms 
about how to use other 
people‟s bathroom while 
staying in their home. This 
function belongs to social 
management function of 
humor. 
29. Nadal: It‟s racist, what 
are you doing! 
 
Aladeen: Do you know 
it’s a fact that they 
cannot pronounce their 
R’s? They pronounce 
them as L’s. So, instead 
you know what 
“rabbit” is in Chinese?  
√    √             √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quality because he says 
something untrue about 
how pronounce „rabbit‟ in 
Chinese. This is 
categorized as a joke 
because at first Aladeen 
attracts Nadal‟s attention 
by saying that he knows 
how to pronounce „rabbit‟ 
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Nadal: I don‟t know how 
to speak Chinese.  
 
Aladeen: It’s “labbit”. 
 
in Chinese. At the end, he 
breaks it with nonsensical 
and  surprising ending.  
The function is to gather 
attention or usually called 
as ingratiation. By 
performing the joke, 
Aladeen succeeds 
gathering Nadal‟s attention 
and makes him believe, at 
first, that he knows how to 
pronounce „rabbit‟ in 
Chinese. This is one of 
humor functions as social 
management. 
 
30. Zoey: Did you suffer 
from sexual abuse? 
 
Aladeen: Yes, they raped 
me in a very 
unprofessional way. 
 
Zoey: Oh, no. We have to 
get you to the Rape 
Center. 
 
Aladeen: You have a 
center for rape here? 
   √          √    √    Zoey says that Aladeen 
needs to visit rape center 
because he suffers from 
sexual abuse. However, 
Aladeen interprets it 
differently. He thinks that 
rape center is a place 
where you can rape girls. 
These multi interpretations 
create ambiguity. Thus, 
Aladeen flouts maxim of 
manner. Since the second 
interpretation leads to 
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Great! I’d love to go!  
Maybe another time, 
you know. Hire a limo, 
have some cocktails, 
bring my raping shoes. 
sexual matters, this is 
categorized as double 
entendres. In order to 
create and understand this 
humor requires extra 
processing. Thus, someone 
who is able to create and 
understand it is clever. 
This is one of humor 
functions as social 
management: cleverness. 
 
31. Aladeen: Zoey! You 
have changed my life! 
Give a man a vagina 
and he will shpichs for 
a day. Teach man how 
to use his hand as a 
vagina, and he will 
shpichs for a life time. 
 
Zoey: Oh. No, no. Thank 
you. Um... 
 √             √   √    Aladeen flout maxim of 
quantity because he gives 
too much information 
when he wants to thank 
Zoey for teaching him how 
to masturbate. This is 
categorized as 
transformations of frozen 
expressions because it 
comes from a proverb: 
give a man a fish and you 
feed him for a day; teach a 
man to fish and you feed 
him for a life time. The 
function is to attract 
attention on taboo things 
about masturbation and 
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prostitution. This function 
belongs to social 
management. 
 
32. Nadal: What are you 
doing? 
 
Aladeen: I’ve discovered 
this amazing thing. I 
have to show you how 
to do it. It’s called self 
juicing. You put your 
hand on your bilbul and 
you rub it, and then you 
can make your own 
labeneh come  out. You 
don’t have to spend any 
Rolexes. You don’t have 
to give any dirty 
diamonds.  
   √          √    √    When Aladeen 
masturbates, Nadal calls 
him. Then, he explains that 
he is in the middle of 
masturbating. However, he 
does not explain it briefly 
and uses ambiguous words 
to explain it, such as 
„bilbul‟ for penis that is, 
actually, one of bird 
families and „labeneh‟ an 
Arabic language that 
actually means cream 
cheese that refers to sperm. 
Thus, he flouts maxim of 
manner. These words have 
second meaning that relate 
to sexual matter or double 
entendres. The function of 
this humor is attracting to 
taboo which demonstrates 
about how to masturbate. 
This function belongs to 
social management 
function. 
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33. Nadal: She will not be 
cool with it. 
 
Aladeen: How is she to 
judge? She shaves her 
armpits once a year, 
and she taken lovers 
outside of her ethnic 
group. Are my crimes 
any worse than hers? 
√        √         √    Aladeen wants to reveal 
his true identity to Zoey 
but Nadal prevents him. 
Aladeen thinks Zoey will 
not see it as a big deal 
because he assumes that 
Zoey‟s behaviors that 
never shaves her armpits 
and has boyfriend from 
other ethnic group are 
worse than his crime as a 
dictator. Here, Aladeen 
exaggerates the fact and 
flouts maxim of quality. In 
humor, it is usually called 
as overstatement. This 
function of humor is 
usually performed by a 
man to show aggression 
toward others by saying 
something that annoys 
others‟ feeling or making 
them feel uncomfortable. 
  
34. Zoey: It‟s amazing! 
 
Aladeen: Oh, it’s not 
amazing. It’s just a 
little less shit. 
 √        √        √    Zoey praises Aladeen for 
the improvement he makes 
to her store. However, 
instead of saying „thank 
you‟, Aladeen gives too 
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much information. Thus, 
he flouts maxim of 
quantity. He self- 
deprecates himself to 
demonstrate modesty.  The 
function is to encourage 
Zoey to like Aladeen for 
everything that he already 
did to improve Zoey‟s 
store. This is a function of 
humor that is usually 
called as ingratiation. This 
function belongs to social 
management.  
 
35. Aladeen: I love your 
music, by the way. 
 
Nadal: No, it‟s not. He‟s 
not a musician. 
 
Aladeen: I’m so sorry 
that Whitney turned 
out like she did. 
 
Nadal: It‟s not Bobby 
Brown. 
√    √             √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quality because he says 
something untrue about the 
man. He thinks that the 
man is Bobby Brown just 
because he is a negro. He 
performs jokes about 
Bobby Brown and 
Whitney Huston‟s 
relationship. Bobby Brown 
is Whitney Huston‟s ex-
husband. In order to 
understand this kind of 
joke, cleverness is needed. 
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Someone who does not 
have any background 
knowledge about what 
happens with Bobby 
Brown and Whitney 
Huston‟s relationship will 
not understand this joke. 
  
36. Aladeen: I threw in some 
carob-covered goji 
beries, just as a treat. 
Enjoy. 
 
Customer: Thank you. 
That‟s very kind of you.  
You‟re a very nice man. 
 
Aladeen: What the fuck 
did you call me? 
  √     √          √    The customer wants to 
thank Aladeen because he 
gives her a bonus. 
However, Aladeen 
responds irrelevantly. 
Thus, he flouts maxim of 
relation. Aladeen‟s 
utterance is very sharp and 
directly targets the 
customer. This is 
categorized as sarcasm. 
The function is to harm the 
customer‟s feeling. 
Through his utterance, he 
shows aggression. 
 
37. Nadal: What are you 
doing? 
 
Aladeen: I’m in the 
Lincoln Tunnel. 
   √          √    √    Aladeen helps one of the 
customers who is in labor. 
When his hand that brings 
cell phone is in her vagina, 
Nadal calls him and asks 
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about what he is doing. 
Aladeen answers it 
obscurely by saying that 
he is in the Lincoln 
Tunnel: which means 
vagina. Thus, Aladeen 
flouts maxim of manner 
for being obscure. The 
interpretation of „the 
Lincoln Tunnel‟ is related 
to a sexual matter. This 
kind of humor is 
categorized as double 
entendres. To create the 
second meaning of Lincoln 
Tunnel and understand it 
requires extra processing 
or cleverness. 
 
38. Zoey: You are out of 
your mind. You‟re 
insane! 
 
Aladeen: Well, you 
download songs illegally 
from the internet. So, 
let‟s not throw stones, 
okay? 
√        √         √    Aladeen explains to Zoey 
that he gets his new beard 
after chopping Morgan 
Freeman‟s head that makes 
Zoey think that Aladeen is 
insane. Then, he compares 
his crime as terrible as 
Zoey‟s crime who 
downloads songs illegally 
from the internet. Here, 
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Aladeen performs 
exaggeration and flouts 
maxim of quality. In 
humor, it is usually called 
as an overstatement. The 
function is conveying 
social norms towards 
unacceptable behavior: 
Aladeen‟s behavior as a 
dictator and Zoey‟s 
behavior which, according 
to Aladeen, she loves 
downloading songs 
illegally from the internet. 
 
39. Zoey: You need to leave 
now. 
 
Aladeen: You have 
broken my heart into 
Aladeen pieces. 
   √            √     √ After revealing his true 
identity to Zoey, Zoey 
becomes very angry and 
wants Aladeen to leave. 
Aladeen feels very sad, but 
he expresses his feeling 
ambiguously. It happens 
because in Wadiyan 
language, there are some 
words that he changes into 
„Aladeen‟ with different 
meanings. Thus, he flouts 
maxim of manner. This 
kind of humor is 
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categorized as a pun. The 
function is using language 
for playful purposes or 
defunctionalization. The 
word „Aladeen‟ is not an 
adjective which can 
modify the word „heart‟. 
However, Aladeen uses it 
in order to create humor. 
   
40. Aladeen: Yes I am! I’m 
like a mafroom. Hard 
and spiky on the 
outside, but soft and 
really mushy on the 
inside. 
 
Nadal: You‟re not like 
mafroom at all. You‟re 
like an onion. An outer 
layer of cocksucker, and 
when you peel it away, 
there is 10 more layers of 
cocksucker unederneath. 
 
√        √         √    Aladeen performs an 
overstatement. He 
exaggerates his character 
that he says like mafroom. 
Thus, he flouts maxim of 
quality. The function is to 
make others to like him or 
his character. He wants to 
say that, even though he is 
a dictator who is usually 
cruel, deep inside his heart 
he is a very gentle and 
sensitive person. This is 
usually called as 
ingratiation. This function 
belongs to social 
management. 
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41. Zoey: Is he okay? 
 
Aladeen: He’s fine. 
Luckily the bullet hit 
him in the brain. 
√        √         √    When Efawadh, Aladeen‟s 
double, is shot, Zoey asks 
about Efawadh‟s 
condition. However, 
Aladeen says something 
untrue by saying he is fine. 
In fact, Efawadh is not in a 
good condition because he 
is shot in his head. Here, 
Aladeen flouts maxim of 
quality. He makes the 
situation less than it really 
is, or understatement. In 
order to switch this terrible 
situation into humor needs 
cleverness. That is one of 
humor functions as social 
management. 
 
42. Zoey: So, we, um, we‟re 
opening 300 Women‟s 
Centers, but I‟m going to 
have to take a break for a 
little bit because I‟m 
pregnant. 
 
Aladeen: What? Are 
you having a boy or an 
abortion? 
  √          √     √    Aladeen flouts maxim of 
relation because he gives 
irrelevant response 
towards Zoey‟s statement. 
Here, he performs clever 
replies to serious 
statements by giving an 
incongruous statement.  
The function is to show his 
domination as a man and a 
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husband. His wife should 
choose between having a 
baby boy or an abortion.  
This function is a part of 
social play, which is 
usually perfomed by a man 
to show aggression and 
domination. 
 
                                     Total 21 4 11 6 3 2 0 6 5 2 8 0 3 4 1 8 0 34 0 0 8  
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